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ABSTRACT 

This work has the goal to introduce the subject of green growth and human development in the 

Southeast Pacific Asia. Therefore, the first step is to present the functionality and structure of 

the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Plus Three (ASEAN+3). In the following section, 

this paper analyzes the main regional environmental challenges facing by ASEAN+3 countries, 

such as climate change, air pollution, deforestation and increased urbanization. Posteriorly, it 

aims to approach the definition of green growth and green economy addressing its 

implementation and struggles in a regional context. In addition, the present work seeks to 

examine the social progress regarding the greening of human development. To conclude, it is 

exposed expectations about the topic.  

 

Keywords: ASEAN+3. Green Growth. Human Development. Environmental Challenges.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ABBREVIATION INDEX 
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IRENA – International Renewable Energy Agency. 
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NGOs – Non-Governmental Organizations. 

ODA - Official International Assistance. 

OECD – Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. 

SMB – Secretarial Ministerial Body 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Since the Kyoto Protocol, the world’s first international agreement to control and 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions, a general rise in public awareness was reinforced, specifically 

concerning environmental issues caused by climate change, and efforts to live more 

environment-friendly lifestyles. It is now widely accepted that long-term economic growth 

requires not just accumulation of technology, physical capital, and labor, but also the 

preservation of the natural capital base.1 

When it comes to the Asian South Pacific, the region has experienced the fastest 

economic growth in history, with millions being lifted out of poverty. However, this growth 

has come at a price: environmental degradation, economic uncertainty, and widening gaps 

between rich and poor, cities and urban areas.  

The hurdles and challenges facing the people, governments, non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs), and international agencies in Southeast Pacific are countless. Nearly 

every aspect of development in this region needs reform in order to veer onto a sustainable path, 

especially the tourism sector, as their work often comes at the expense of the local environment.  

Green growth means fostering economic growth and development, while ensuring that 

natural assets continue to provide the resources and environmental services on which the well-

being relies.2 That said, the Southeast Pacific Asian countries are increasingly seeking ways to 

green and grow their economies by focusing on greening human development as well. 

On the other hand, efforts are still required to ensure that countries achieve and exceed 

their goals, focusing on the specific vulnerabilities of different population groups and 

communities. It is necessary to align economic growth with sustainable development 

objectives, moving away from conventional development paradigms. Hence, the new 

evolutional paradigm shall maintain the balance between economic growth, social stability, and 

good quality of environment and natural resources. 

 

                                                 
1 BROCK, W. A.; TAYLOR, M. Scott . Economic Growth and the Environment: A Review of Theory and 

Empirics. 2005. in Aghion, P. and S. N. Durlauf (eds). Handbook of Economic Growth 1B. Elsevier. 
2 THE ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT. What is green growth 

and how can it help deliver sustainable development?. Available at: 

http://www.oecd.org/general/whatisgreengrowthandhowcanithelpdeliversustainabledevelopment.htm. Access on 

Mar. 24, 2019. 
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2 ORGAN HISTORY 

On 8 August 1967, five leaders – the Foreign Ministers of Indonesia, Malaysia, the 

Philippines, Singapore and Thailand – sat down together in the main hall of the Department of 

Foreign Affairs building in Bangkok, Thailand, and signed the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) Declaration. The five Foreign Ministers would subsequently be hailed as the 

Founding Fathers.3 

That said, the Declaration was a short and simply-worded document containing just 

five articles. It declared the establishment of an Association for Regional Cooperation among 

the Countries of Southeast Asia and spelled out the aims and purposes of that Association. 

These aims and purposes were about cooperation in the economic, social, cultural, technical, 

educational and other fields, and mainly in the promotion of regional peace and stability.4 

It is relevant to express that Vietnam joined ASEAN in 1995, Laos and Myanmar 

joined in 1997 and Cambodia eventually joined in 1999. Nonetheless, by the end of the 1990s 

its membership encompassed all of the nation-states in Southeast Asia (Brunei had already 

joined in 1984). Significantly, beginning in January 1992, the organization also initiated a 

security dialogue with nation-states beyond Southeast Asia.5 

The organization did not have its first summit meeting until February 1976.6 Held 

together somewhat tenuously in its early years, ASEAN achieved a new cohesion in the mid-

1970's following the changed balance of power in Southeast Asia after the end of the Vietnam 

War. The region’s economy increased during the 1970’s strengthening the organization, 

enabling ASEAN to adopt a unified response to Vietnam’s invasion of Cambodia in 1979. 

Hence, ASEAN’s first summit meeting, held in Bali, Indonesia, in 1976, resulted in an 

agreement on several industrial projects and the signing of a Treaty of Amity and Cooperation 

and a Declaration of Concord.7 

To signal ASEAN’s commitment to international diplomacy, human rights, and 

democratic values, its member countries signed the ASEAN Charter in 2007, conferring among 

other things legal personality on the organization and established the ASEAN 

                                                 
3 ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS. History. Available at: https://asean.org/asean/about-

asean/history/. Access on Feb. 23, 2019. 
4 Idem. 
5 BEENSON, Mark; BERGER, Mark T. APEC, ASEAN+3, and American Power: The History and Limits of 

the New Regionalism in the Asia-Pacific. Available at: https://core.ac.uk/display/14981253?recSetID=. Access on 

Feb. 23, 2019. 
6 Idem. 
7 ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA. ASEAN. Available at: https://www.britannica.com/topic/ASEAN. Access 

on Feb. 23, 2019. 
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Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights.8 It is important to exhibit that ASEAN is 

considered one of the most successful inter-governmental organizations in the developing world 

nowadays. In 2016, its combined economies grew 4.8 percent and posteriorly in 2017, its gross 

domestic product was $7.9 trillion. Therefore, that makes it the fifth largest economy in the 

world.9 

 

2.1 ASEAN PLUS THREE  

In 1997, an economic crisis that began in Southeast Asia spread to the rest of East  

Asia, threatening to plunge the world economy into a global recession. That  said, scores of 

millions of workers and managers were laid off from companies that either went bankrupt or 

had to scale back their operations because economic growth rates were suddenly much lower, 

imported components were much more expensive or major government projects were cancelled 

or postponed.10 

In the aftermath of the 1997 Asian financial crisis, ASEAN Plus Three (APT) was 

formed encompassing the countries of ASEAN plus China, Japan, and South Korea.11 The 

cooperation began in December 1997 and institutionalized in 1999 when the Leaders issued a 

Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation at their Third ASEAN+3 Summit in Manila.12 

Nevertheless, the APT collaboration emerged as a deeper regional and financial 

cooperation in the face of the Asian financial crisis. Hence, the creation of the Chiang Mai 

Initiative began a series of bilateral swap arrangements13 following the meeting of APT Finance 

Ministers in Chiang Mai, Thailand, in May 2000.14 Thus, the initiative also established a 

                                                 
8 ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA. ASEAN. Available at: https://www.britannica.com/topic/ASEAN. Access 

on Feb. 23, 2019. 
9 THE BALANCE. ASEAN, Its Members, Purpose, and History. Available: 

https://www.thebalance.com/what-is-asean-3305810. Access on Feb. 23, 2019. 
10 YONGWOOK, RYU. The Asian Financial Crisis and ASEAN’s Concept of Security. S. Rajaratnam 

School of International Studies, Singapore, 2008.  No. 148. Available at: https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-

content/uploads/rsis-pubs/WP148.pdf. Access on May 19, 2019. 
11 THE BALANCE. ASEAN, Its Members, Purpose, and History. Available: 

https://www.thebalance.com/what-is-asean-3305810. Access on Feb. 23, 2019. 
12 ASIA REGIONAL INTEGRATION CENTER. Association of Southeast Asian Nations Plus Three 

(ASEAN+3) cooperation on energy, transport, and information & communications technology. Available 

at: https://aric.adb.org/initiative/association-of-southeast-asian-nations-plus-three-cooperation-on-energy-

transport-and-information-communications-technology. Access on: Feb. 24, 2019. 
13 ”Swap arrangements: an arrangement between central banks to allow each other credit in their respective 

currencies so as to make currency transactions easier”. Available at: 

http://www.investorwords.com/11240/swap_arrangement.html. Access on Apr. 18, 2019. 
14 ASEAN+3 MACROECONOMIC RESEARCH OFFICE. ASEAN+3 region 20 years after the Asian 

financial crisis. Available at: https://www.amro-asia.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/AREO2017_Part-2.pdf. 

Access on: Apr. 18, 2019. 

http://www.investorwords.com/16192/arrangement.html
http://www.investorwords.com/801/Central_Bank.html
http://www.investorwords.com/8807/allow.html
http://www.investorwords.com/1193/credit.html
http://www.investorwords.com/1240/currency.html
http://www.investorwords.com/10256/make.html
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mechanism for monitoring capital flows and economic conditions through regular contacts 

between financial authorities in the region.15 

At the 11th APT Summit in 2007 in Singapore, the Second Joint Statement on East 

Asia Cooperation called “Building on the Foundations of ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation” 

was adopted. Nonetheless, the Statement reaffirmed that the APT process would remain as the 

main vehicle towards the long-term goal of building an East Asian community, with ASEAN 

as the driving force. In light of this, the APT Cooperation Work Plan (2007-2017), formulated 

to serve as the master plan to enhance APT cooperation in a comprehensive and mutually 

beneficial manner for the next ten years, was endorsed.16 

Since then, the work plan became an important element for fostering East Asian 

regionalism. The cooperation has broadened and deepened to cover a wide range of areas of 

politics and security; economic; finance; tourism; agriculture and forestry; energy; minerals; 

environment; rural development and poverty eradication; social welfare; women; civil service; 

culture and arts; science, technology and innovation; education; and public health.17 

It is necessary to highlight that the cooperation on environment continues to progress. 

The annual APT Leadership Programme on Sustainable Production and Consumption, a 

programme for the private sector to discuss green economy, has been held since 2008. The 

Meeting also exchanged views and explored potential opportunities for collaboration, 

particularly on the issues of certification and standards, green business models, retail operations 

and consumer issues, as well as end-of-life solutions for products and services.18 

  

                                                 
15 ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA. Chiang Mai Agreement. Available at: 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Chiang-Mai-Agreement. Access on Apr. 18, 2019.  
16 ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS. Overview of ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation. 

Available at: https://asean.org/storage/2017/06/Overview-of-APT-Cooperation-Jun-2017.pdf. Access on Feb. 24, 

2019. 
17 Idem. 
18 ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS. Overview of ASEAN Plus Three Cooperation. 

Available at: https://asean.org/storage/2017/06/Overview-of-APT-Cooperation-Jun-2017.pdf. Access on Feb. 24, 

2019. 
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3 LEGAL COMPETENCE 

The founding document of ASEAN, named Bangkok Declaration or ASEAN 

Declaration (1967), states the basic principles of the organization: cooperation, amity and non-

interference. The main purpose of the Declaration was to accelerate the economic growth, social 

progress and cultural development.19 

Nevertheless, the organization has been experiencing a tide change this century due to 

the creation of the ASEAN Community and the adoption of the ASEAN Charter.20 The Charter 

was signed by the heads of state of all ten member countries on the 13th ASEAN Summit in 

November, 2007.21 Regardless the Charter not be the founding document, it shall certainly be 

considered as the new legal and institutional framework for ASEAN.22  

Thusly, the relevance of ASEAN Charter can be seen in the deeper economic 

integration, closer political cooperation and more people-to-people interaction among Asian 

states, accompanied by the world’s increased interdependence and competitiveness. Therefore, 

this context has opened paths to new political commitment, more ASEAN meetings, new legal 

framework and legal personality.23 

Compared with ASEAN in the olden days, the organization whom is specified in the 

ASEAN Charter as ‘New ASEAN’ is better structured, more transparent, and being developed 

according to blueprints. On the other hand, the ‘Old ASEAN’ was a mere accumulation of 

various declarations and agreements in diverse fields of regional cooperation and 

consultation.24 

It is important to demonstrate that ASEAN today still represents diversity of political 

systems. From the absolute monarchy of Brunei Darussalam, to a military regime transitioning 

to “civilian” rule in Myanmar; republics in Indonesia, Singapore, and the Philippines, to 

                                                 
19 MINISTRY OF FOREING AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND. The ASEAN Declaration. 

Available at: http://www.mfa.go.th/asean/contents/files/other-20130527-162937-870593.pdf. Access on Feb. 03, 

2019. 
20 ECONOMIC RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR ASEAN AND EAT ASIA. Evolving ASEAN and Changing 

Roles of the TAC. Available at: http://www.eria.org/ASEAN_at_50_4A.3_Yamakage_final.pdf. Access on Feb. 

03, 2019. 
21 ASIA STUDIES ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA. ASEAN Charter: deepening constitutionalism in 

Southeast Asia. Available at: http://asaa.asn.au/asean-charter-deepening-constitutionalism-southeast-asia/. 

Access on Feb. 03, 2019. 
22 ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST NATIONS. ASEAN Charter. Available at: https://asean.org/asean/asean-

charter/. Access on Feb. 03, 2019. 
23 Idem. 
24 ECONOMIC RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR ASEAN AND EAT ASIA. Evolving ASEAN and 

Changing Roles of the TAC. Available at: http://www.eria.org/ASEAN_at_50_4A.3_Yamakage_final.pdf. 

Access on Feb. 03, 2019. 
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constitutional monarchies in Cambodia, Malaysia, and Thailand, to communist rule in Laos and 

Vietnam.25 

 

3.1 PRINCIPLES AND PURPOSES 

The Association of Southeast Nations has a vast amount of principles and purposes, 

providing legitimacy to their actions and decision-making power. The Member States of the 

organization have a common desire to maintain peace and achieve stability in their region. 

Thus, it is important to notice that the Charter highlight the importance to enhance 

regional resilience by promoting greater political, security, economic and socio-cultural 

cooperation.26 That said, according to former ASEAN Secretary-General Rodolfo Severino: “If 

one conceived of the socio-cultural community as a vehicle for developing a sense of Southeast 

Asian identity, building a regional awareness and fostering mutual understanding among the 

people of ASEAN, then it should be “the core” of the ASEAN Community”. 

As well as the responsibility to maintain and enhance peace, security and stability and 

further strengthen peace-oriented values in the region, the organization has a strong 

commitment to preserve Southeast Asia as a Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone and free of all other 

weapons of mass destruction and to ensure that the people and Member States of ASEAN live 

in peace with the world at large in a just, democratic and harmonious environment.27 

In addition, it necessary to expose the dedication to strengthen democracy, enhance 

good governance and the rule of law, and to promote and protect human rights and fundamental 

freedom, with due regard to the rights and responsibilities of the Member States of ASEAN.28 

Also, the Charter and its purposes exhibits the importance of the environment 

preservation and promotion of sustainable development to ensure protection of a region’s 

environment, the sustainability of its natural resources, the preservation of its cultural heritage 

and the high quality of life and its people.29 

                                                 
25 ASIA STUDIES ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA. ASEAN Charter: deepening constitutionalism in 

Southeast Asia. Available at: http://asaa.asn.au/asean-charter-deepening-constitutionalism-southeast-asia/. Access 

on Feb. 03, 2019. 
26 ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST NATIONS. ASEAN Charter. Available at: https://asean.org/asean/asean-

charter/. Access on Apr. 20, 2019. 
27 Idem. 
28 Idem. 
29 ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST NATIONS. ASEAN Charter. Available at: https://asean.org/asean/asean-

charter/. Access on Feb. 10, 2019. 
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As follows, in pursuit of the purposes stated, its Member States reaffirm and adhere to 

the fundamental principles contained in the declarations, agreements, conventions, concords, 

treaties and other instruments of ASEAN.30  

Having said that, it is necessary to respect for the independence, sovereignty, equality, 

territorial integrity and national identity of all ASEAN Member States, have commitment and 

collective responsibility in enhancing regional peace, security and prosperity and rely on 

peaceful settlement of disputes. 

It is worth pointing out the principle of non-interference in domestic matters of 

neighboring states and the respect the right of every Member State to lead its national existence 

free from external interference, subversion and coercion.31 Thus, ASEAN’s principle of non-

interference has allowed the member-states to concentrate on nation-building and regime 

stability while maintaining cooperative ties with other states. However, it is important to 

accentuate the fragility increase of this principle in regional affairs. 

 

3.2 MEMBERS STATES AND THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS 

As stated in the article 432 of the Charter, the Member States of ASEAN are Brunei 

Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao People’s 

Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the 

Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam. 

It is important to expose that all Members have equal rights and obligation under the 

Charter. Moreover, as maintained by the article 5 paragraph 233, Member States shall take all 

necessary measures to effectively implement the provisions of the Charter and to comply with 

all obligations of membership. 

Nonetheless, the basic principle of ASEAN’s decision-making shall be based in 

consultation and consensus. Hence, if a consensus cannot be achieved, the ASEAN Summit 

may agree to develop better solutions so a specific decision can be reached.34 

                                                 
30 Idem. 
31 Idem. 
32 Article 4. The Member States of ASEAN are Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of 

Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the 

Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam. 
33 Article 5. 2. Member States shall take all necessary measures, including the enactment of appropriate domestic 

legislation, to effectively implement the provisions of this Charter and to comply with all obligations of 

membership. 
34 ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST NATIONS. ASEAN Charter. Available at: https://asean.org/asean/asean-

charter/. Access on Feb. 10, 2019. 
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3.3 PEACE MAINTENANCE AND SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

Under the article 2235 of the Charter, Member States shall endeavor to resolve 

peacefully all disputes in a timely manner through dialogue, consultation and negotiation; 

maintain and establish dispute settlement mechanisms in all fields of ASEAN cooperation. 

The organization uses good offices, conciliation or mediation to resolve a dispute 

which Member States are parties to a conflict.36 As presented in the article 24 paragraph 137, 

disputes relating to specific ASEAN instruments shall be settled through the mechanisms and 

procedures provided for such instruments. However, disputes which do not need any ASEAN 

instrument, shall be resolved by the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia and its 

rules of procedure.38 

On the other hand, according to the article 2639 of the Charter, when a dispute remains 

unresolved after the application of the preceding provisions of the Charter, the dispute shall be 

referred to the ASEAN Summit, for its decision. 

Furthermore, Member States have the right of recourse to the modes of peaceful 

settlement contained in Article 3340 of the Charter, the United Nations or any other international 

legal instruments to which the disputing Member States are parties.41  

                                                 
35 Article 22. 1. Member States shall endeavour to resolve peacefully all disputes in a timely manner through 

dialogue, consultation and negotiation. 2. ASEAN shall maintain and establish dispute settlement mechanisms in 

all fields of ASEAN cooperation. 
36ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST NATIONS. ASEAN Charter. Available at:  https://asean.org/asean/asean-

charter/. Access on Feb. 10, 2019. 
37 Idem. 
38 Idem. 
39 Article 26. When a dispute remains unresolved, after the application of the preceding provisions of this 

Chapter, this dispute shall be referred to the ASEAN Summit, for its decision. 
40 Article 33. 1. The parties to any dispute, the continuance of which is likely to endanger the maintenance of 

international peace and security, shall, first of all, seek a solution by negotiation, enquiry, mediation, conciliation, 

arbitration, judicial settlement, resort to regional agencies or arrangements, or other peaceful means of their own 

choice. 2. The Security Council shall, when it deems necessary, call upon the parties to settle their dispute by such 

means. 
41ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST NATIONS. ASEAN Charter. Available at:  https://asean.org/asean/asean-

charter/. Access on Feb. 10, 2019. 
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4 INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK 

The Charter presents an elaborate institutional structure that exhibits the organs and 

determines its functions. Furthermore, it sets out the mandate and attributions of the different 

ASEAN bodies.42 The main organs are:  

a. The ASEAN Summit; 

b. The ASEAN Coordinating Council; 

c. The ASEAN Community Council; 

d. The ASEAN Sectoral Ministerial Bodies;  

e. The ASEAN National Secretariat; 

f. The Committee of Permanent Representatives;  

g. The Committees Abroad;  

h. The Secretary-General; 

i. The ASEAN Secretariat; 

j. The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights; 

k.  The ASEAN Foundation.  

Picture 01 – The ASEAN Structure.  

 
Source: SLIDESHARE, 2019. 

 

The ASEAN Summit, which will be held at SOI, is the most relevant and highest body 

organ of ASEAN, composed by the Head of States or Government of the Member States.43 It 

                                                 
42 HUMAN RIGHTS IN ASEAN. ASEAN Charter-Based Bodies. Available at: 

https://humanrightsinasean.info/asean-background/asean-structure.html. Access on Mar. 09, 2019. 
43HUMAN RIGHTS IN ASEAN. ASEAN Charter-Based Bodies. Available at: 

https://humanrightsinasean.info/asean-background/asean-structure.html. Access on Mar. 09, 2019. 
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deliberates, provides policy guidance and makes decisions on key issues pertaining to important 

subjects of interest to Member States44 such as: charging the competent ministers of each 

Council of interministerial ad hoc meetings, approaching matters related to ASEAN and 

nominating the Secretary-General of ASEAN.45 

Additionally, another extremely important organ is the ASEAN Coordinating Council 

(ACC), which comprises the ASEAN Foreign Ministers and is held at least twice annually. That 

said, it decides the criteria and rules for ASEAN engagement with external entities, including 

civil society organizations.46 

The ASEAN Charter presents three pillars that forms the Community Council: the 

Political-Security, Economic and Socio-Cultural Community Council. Each of these pillars has 

the duty of coordinating the activities of their sectors47 and each one is also made of Sectorial 

Ministerial Bodies (SMB). Nonetheless, the SMB are under the jurisdiction of each Community 

Council48 and they act following the decisions of the ASEAN Summit.49 Its relevant to expose 

that each member State has an ASEAN National Secretary that coordinates the decisions of the 

ASEAN at the national level.50 

Hence, the function of representing ASEAN in other cities around the world is 

designated to the ASEAN Committees in Third Countries and International Organization 

(ACTCs). These committees are established in the national capitals and in other important 

                                                 
44 Article 7. 2. The ASEAN Summit shall: deliberate, provide policy guidance and take decisions on key issues 

pertaining to the realization of the objectives of ASEAN, important matters of interest to Member States and all 

issues referred to it by the ASEAN Coordinating Council, the ASEAN Community Councils and ASEAN 

Sectoral Ministerial Bodies.  
45 Article 7. ASEAN SUMMIT. 2. The ASEAN Summit shall: -instruct the relevant Ministers in each of the 

Councils concerned to hold ad hoc inter-Ministerial meetings, and address important issues concerning ASEAN 

that cut across the Community Councils. Rules of procedure for such meetings shall be adopted by the ASEAN 

Coordinating Council. 
46 HUMAN RIGHTS IN ASEAN. ASEAN Coordinating Council. Available at: 

https://humanrightsinasean.info/asean-background/asean-structure.html. Access on: Mar. 11, 2019. 
47 Article 9. ASEAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL. 4. In order to realize the objectives of each of the three pillars 

of the ASEAN Community, each ASEAN Community Council shall: a- ensure the implementation of the 

relevant decisions of the ASEAN Summit b- coordinate the work of the different sectors under its purview, and 

on issues which cut across the other Community Councils. 
48  HUMAN RIGHTS IN ASEAN. ASEAN Sectoral Ministerial Bodies. Available at: 

https://humanrightsinasean.info/asean-background/asean-structure.html. Access on Mar. 12, 2019. 
49 Article 10. ASEAN SECTORIAL MINISTERIAL BODIES. 1-ASEAN Sectoral Ministerial Bodies shall: a- 

function in accordance with their respective established mandates, b- implement the agreements and decisions of 

the ASEAN Summit under their respective purview. 
50 HUMAN RIGHTS IN ASEAN. The ASEAN and National Secretariats. ASEAN. Available at: 

https://humanrightsinasean.info/asean-background/asean-structure.html. Access on Mar. 12, 2019. 
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cities, which its purpose is to provide the interests of ASEAN, to promote and motivate 

cooperation with other countries and organizations.51 

The promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedom is listed as 

one of the purposes of ASEAN Charter.52 In light of that, the discussion on the formation of the 

Human Rights Commission came to light at the World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna 

in 1993. A year after that, ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights 

(AICHR)’s was adopted, in which ASEAN Foreign Ministers inaugurated the ten country 

representatives during the 15th ASEAN Summit in Cha-am Hua Hin, Thailand.53 

 It is worth to point out another relevant organ called the ASEAN Foundation. 

Therefore, it supports social development programs and facilitates greater interaction among 

the people of ASEAN Member States and other entities that support the ASEAN Charter.54 

Since its inception has managed many successful projects and activities, which includes: 

workshops, scholarship grants, regional forums, interaction activities and exchanges, seminars 

and conferences.55  

Despite ASEAN development from the beginning and the worldwide awareness of its 

principles, the Organization did not have a Secretariat until 1976.56 The Secretariat is headed 

by the Secretary-General, nominated by the ASEAN Summit for a five years mandate.57 

Therefore, the Secretary-General’s function is to work as chief administrative being necessary 

to participate in every meeting of every organ mentioned above and present ASEAN’s points 

                                                 
51 ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASEAN NATIONS. Overview on ACTCs.  Available 

at:https://asean.org/asean/asean-structure/actc/overview-on-actcs-2/. Access on Mar. 12, 2019. 
52  MAX PLANCK ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW. C- Current Legal Situation. 1-

The ASEAN Charter. (c) Institutional Structure. 44. Available at: 

http://opil.ouplaw.com/abstract/10.1093/law:epil/9780199231690/law-9780199231690-e898?prd=EPIL. Access 

on Mar. 12, 2019 
53 HUMAN RIGHTS IN ASEA. ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights. History. 

Available at: https://humanrightsinasean.info/asean-intergovernmental-comission-human-rights/about.html. 

Access on Mar. 12, 2019. 
54 MAX PLANCK ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW. C- Current Legal Situation. 1-

The ASEAN Charter. (c) Institutional Structure. 46. Available at: 

http://opil.ouplaw.com/abstract/10.1093/law:epil/9780199231690/law-9780199231690-e898?prd=EPIL. Access 

on Mar. 12, 2019. 
55 ASEAN FOUNDATION. What we do. Available at: http://www.aseanfoundation.org/what-we-do/home . 

Access on Mar. 12, 2019. 
56 NATIONAL HISTORICAL COMMISSION OF THE PHILIPPINES. 10 Things you didn´t know about 

ASEAN. Available at: http://nhcp.gov.ph/asean-community/10-things-didnt-know-asean/. Access on Mar. 12, 

2019. 
57 Article 11. SECRETARY-GENERAL AND SECRETARIAT. 1- The Secretary-General of ASEAN shall be 

appointed by the ASEAN Summit for a non-renewable term of office of five years, selected from among nationals 

of the ASEAN Member States based on alphabetical rotation, with due consideration to integrity, capability and 

professional experience, and gender equality. 
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of view.58 Also, this role is supported by 4 Deputy Secretary General (DSG) from four different 

Member States.59 Even though the organization has many different levels of participation, all 

of the body organs are extremely important and strictly connected. 

It is worth point out that the ASEAN has an institutional framework for environment 

strategies and discussion called the ASEAN Cooperation on Environment, which englobes the 

Ministerial Meeting on Environment (AMME), ASEAN Senior Officials on the Environment 

(ASOEN) and 7 working groups, each one with a specific topic which are: “Nature 

Conservation and Biodiversity, Coastal and Marine Environment, Water Resource 

Management,  Environmentally Sustainable Cities, Climate Change, Chemicals and Waste and 

Environmental Education”. This working groups will guide ASEAN cooperation on 

environment until 2025.60 

  

                                                 
58 Article 11. SECRETARY-GENERAL AND SECRETARIAT. 2- 2- The Secretary-General shall:  a) carry out 

the duties and responsibilities of this high office in accordance with the provisions of this Charter and relevant 

ASEAN instruments, protocols and established practices; b) facilitate and monitor progress in the implementation 

of ASEAN agreements and decisions, and submit an annual report on the work of ASEAN to the ASEAN Summit; 

c) participate in meetings of the ASEAN Summit, the ASEAN Community Council, the ASEAN Coordinating 

Council, and ASEAN Sectoral Ministerial Bodies and other relevant ASEAN meetings; d) present the views of 

ASEAN and participate in meetings with external parties in accordance with approved policy guidelines and 

mandate given to the Secretary-General. 
59 HUMAN RIGHTS IN ASEAN. The ASEAN and National Secretariats. ASEAN. Secretary-General. 

Available at: https://humanrightsinasean.info/asean-background/asean-structure.html. Access on Mar. 12, 2019. 
60 ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS. ASEAN Cooperation on Environment – At A 

Glance. Jakarta, ASEAN Secretariat, January 2019. Available at: https://environment.asean.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/01/At-A-Glance-Brochure-2019-small.pdf. Access on Mar. 24, 2019.  
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5 THE EVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES IN SOUTHEAST PACIFIC ASIA 

Environmental sustainability is a matter of human security and well-being. Therefore, 

environmental problems are transnational since local actions can reverberate globally. For 

instance, greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution results in climate change and the rise of 

seas, which affects all countries. In this way, multilateral cooperation through ASEAN is a great 

manner to fight environmental issues and guarantee its citizens well-being.61 

The ASEAN region has plenty of natural resources that contributes to the livelihood 

of many citizens and are also important for economy. In addition, the resources are essential to 

provide water, food and energy. Moreover, the community cooperates on environment since 

1977 and still has mechanisms to cope with environmental challenges and promote 

sustainability. The current efforts on this subject include the ASEAN Social-Cultural 

Community (ASCC) Blueprint 2025 and the ASEAN Strategic Plan on Environment 

(ASPEN).62  

However, despite some agreements in this issue, the environmental sustainability is 

still neglected in the face of economic growth and development. Furthermore, in the attempt of 

being more sustainable some policies are contradictory. Also, more laws to protect the 

environment and effective mechanisms to assure implementation of the existing ones are still 

necessary. In the light of that, the Southeast Asian region suffers from numerous environmental 

problems such as global warming, water scarcity, overfishing, deforestation, loss of 

biodiversity, pollution and increasing urbanization related issues.63 

Unlike local environmental groups, international organizations and individual nation-

states, ASEAN has more power to implement such measures. Moreover, environmental issues 

surrounding all of the ASEAN nations generate large-scale impacts on themselves.64 

                                                 
61 STEINLE, Max Priebe and Felix. Environmental Issues in Southeast Asia. Available at: 

https://www.fairobserver.com/region/central_south_asia/environmental-issues-southeast-asia/. Access on May 

18, 2019. 
62 THE ASEAN SECRETARIAT. ASEAN Cooperation on Environment – At A Glance. Available at: 

https://environment.asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/At-A-Glance-Brochure-2019-small.pdf. Access on 

May 18, 2019. 
63STEINLE, Max Priebe And Felix. Environmental Issues in Southeast Asia. Available at: 

https://www.fairobserver.com/region/central_south_asia/environmental-issues-southeast-asia/. Access on May 

18, 2019. 
64 HERSHBERGER, Matt. 6 environmental challenges facing Southeast Asia (and what you can do to help). 

Matador Netwrok. Apr 16, 2014. Available at: https://matadornetwork.com/change/6-environmental-challenges-

facing-southeast/. Access on Mar. 20, 2019. 
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5.1 ENDENGERED SPECIES CONSERVATION 

Southeast Pacific Asian region has a great biodiversity of fauna and flora. Although, 

due to destruction of the habitats and poaching, several animals face risks of disappearing in 

this area.65 The practice of clearing areas for agriculture often by setting fire on forests and 

peatlands66 is responsible for many Southeast Asian problems such as deforestation, haze 

pollution and loss of biodiversity. That way, many animals end up displaced and hungry.67 

Furthermore, logging, hunting animals for traditional medicine, bushing and 

trafficking for pet trade are some of the reasons for species endangerment.68 As a result, many 

species are in danger, such as the Asian elephant, the sumatran tiger, the orangutan and the 

javan rhinoceros69, the javaan slow loris, the pangolin, the Malaysian sun bear and the snub 

nosed monkey.70 

Thereupon, the use of animals for traditional Medicine or status is very common in 

China and Vietnam. Moreover, the capture and trade of wild birds is frequent in the Southeast 

Asian region as well. These animals are also smuggled by sea for Philippines, China and 

Taiwan. The illegal trade and trafficking of wild animals needs more attention from the 

authorities and stronger laws and enforcements from the government.71 

 

 

 

                                                 
65 MATT HERSHBERGER. 6 environmental challenges facing Southeast Asia (and what you can do to 

help). Available at: https://matadornetwork.com/change/6-environmental-challenges-facing-southeast/. Access 

on May 18, 2019. 
66 Peatlands are ecosystems with wetlands that contain a large amount of decomposed organic material, or peat. 

Available at: https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/peatland. Access on May 19, 

2019.  
67 CLARK, Thomas. SOME OF THE BIGGEST ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES FACED BY 

SOUTHEAST ASIA. Available at: https://www.apfed.net/biggest-environmental-challenges-faced-southeast-

asia/. Access on May 18, 2019. 
68 KECK, Madeleine. Endangered animals from Southeast Asia that might not be around in the next 

century. 2017. Available at: http://sea-globe.com/endangered-animals/. Access on May 18, 2019. 
69 MATT HERSHBERGER. 6 environmental challenges facing Southeast Asia (and what you can do to 

help). Available at: https://matadornetwork.com/change/6-environmental-challenges-facing-southeast/. Access 

on May 18, 2019. 
70 KECK, Madeleine. Endangered animals from Southeast Asia that might not be around in the next 

century. Available at: http://sea-globe.com/endangered-animals/. Access on May 18, 2019. 
71 THE ECONOMIST. Asia’s appetite for endangered species is relentless. Available at: 

https://www.economist.com/asia/2018/04/19/asias-appetite-for-endangered-species-is-relentless. Access on May 

18, 2019. 
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5.2 AIR POLLUTION 

The air pollution and its lack of data is another problem in the community. According 

to Greenpeace and Air Visual, 95 percent of the analyzed cities in the region overreached the 

recommended pollution exposure of World Health Organization (WHO). However, Brunei, 

Myanmar, Lao and Malaysia had no data about it, making it harder to identify and solve the 

problem and inhibiting their citizens from this information. It is relevant to highlight that 

industry, fossil fuel and transportation can be a source of pollutants.72  

Additionally, the Southeast Asian region has the third worse results in premature 

deaths caused by air pollution. In this way, it presents an estimate of 158,000 deaths from 

PM2.573 contamination and 33,000 from ozone pollution.74 The PM2.5 is a very dangerous 

form of air contamination since it can penetrate in the respiratory system and generate serious 

health issues such as heart disease, lung cancer and respiratory infections.75 

In this context, the region has many different sources of pollution that varies among 

the countries. In the light of that, biomass burning is main concern of the rural areas while 

industry and transports emissions are the master origin of air contamination in urban places. 

Besides that, indoor pollution, derived from fuels burning for domestic uses, causes more deaths 

than outdoor pollution in the region.76 

Besides that, the region suffers with frequent forest fires, mostly emanating from 

Indonesia, due the clearance of areas for agriculture. In this way, the haze resulting of this 

practice goes beyond national boundaries and spreads through the region nations such as 

Brunei, Malaysia and Singapore. This is very problematic since it can cause health issues in the 

citizens and also generate economical loss.77 

                                                 
72 THOMAS, Jason. ASEAN lacks crucial data on air pollution. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/asean-lacks-crucial-data-air-pollution. Access on Mar. 23, 2019. 

73 PM2.5 are very small solid or liquid particles such as smoke or dust. It is a very dangerous pollutant since it 

can penetrate in the respiratory system. Available at: https://theaseanpost.com/article/asean-lacks-crucial-data-

air-pollution. Access on Mar. 23, 2019. 

74
 KNIGHT, Matthew. Air pollution killing over two million annually, study says. Available at: 

https://edition.cnn.com/2013/07/16/world/air-pollution-killing-study/index.html. Access on: May 18, 2019. 
75  THOMAS, Jason. ASEAN lacks crucial data on air pollution. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/asean-lacks-crucial-data-air-pollution. Access on Mar. 23, 2019. 

76
 UN ENVIRONMENT. The South East Asia Air Quality Regional Report. Available at: 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/20247/SouthEastAsia_report.pdf?sequence=1&%3BisAl

lowed=. Access on May 18, 2019. 
77MATT HERSHBERGER. 6 environmental challenges facing Southeast Asia (and what you can do to 

help). Available at: https://matadornetwork.com/change/6-environmental-challenges-facing-southeast/. Access 

on May 18, 2019. 
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Briefly, to improve the regional air quality is necessary to increase the use of 

renewable energy and to make incentives and improvements in public and non-motorized 

transportations. Additionally, the implementation of air quality standards and monitoring in all 

ASEAN nations, the execution of regulations to reduce the pollution levels and incentives to 

energy efficiency are necessary to deal with this issue.78 

 

5.3 DESTRUCTION OF MARINE LIFE 

Important it is to state that marine life conquers an essential spot on biological and 

economic matters since it affords Southeast Pacific Asian nations the power to increase its 

economy and welfare conditions to develop. However, water supplies will increasingly be 

polluted, as demand grows with fast growing population and economy from untreated sewage, 

industrial discharges, and from salt-water intrusion of overexploited water tables.79  

The heavy reliance on marine resources across Southeast Asia has resulted in the 

overexploitation and degradation of many coral reefs, particularly those near major population 

centers. The main threats include overfishing, destructive fishing practices, and sedimentation 

and pollution from land-based sources.80   

World fisheries are being overfished as marine catches increases. As a result, a steady 

increase in the frequency of clashes and incidents at seas caused by foreign fishing 

trawlers illegally encroaching into Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) and territorial 

seas81.  That said, all countries are involved in this issue such as industrialized countries that 

will suffer much on its environmental effects due to materials that are used in this process, 

hurting and damaging their environment.82  

It has been suggested that biodiversity may have remained, or even accumulated, in 

this region at the same time that Pleistocene extinctions were occurring in other parts of the 

world. This is an area which maintained a relatively equitable climate for coral reef 

                                                 
78UN ENVIRONMENT. The South East Asia Air Quality Regional Report. Available at: 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/20247/SouthEastAsia_report.pdf?sequence=1&%3BisAl

lowed=. Access on May 18, 2019. 
79 BARON, Lino N. Environmental issues in the south east asian region: an overview of the implementation 

prospects of renewable energy. Manila: Ust Asian Studies & Research Cluster On Culture, Education & 

Social Issues Press, 2016. 
80 SPALDING, Mark. Reefs at Risk in Southeast Asia. Available at: 

https://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/Marine/crr/library/Pages/Reefs-at-Risk-in-

Southeast-Asia.aspx. Access on May 17, 2019. 
81 BARON, Lino N.. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN THE SOUTH EAST ASIAN REGION: AN 

OVERVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION PROSPECTS OF RENEWABLE 

ENERGY. Manila: Ust Asian Studies & Research Cluster On Culture, Education & Social Issues Press, 2016. 
82 Idem. 
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development right through the last glaciation, possibly providing a refuge for numerous species. 

At the same time the massive fluctuations in sea level may have isolated pockets of coral reef 

diversity, allowing evolution to follow different paths so that, when species reunited, they had 

diverged, further adding to their diversity. Whatever the causes, this region harbors more 

species in almost every group of coral reef organism than any other part of the world.62  

The reefs face considerable difficulties, with some 82 percent estimated to be 

threatened by human.  While wholesale destruction of the forests on land, together with rapid 

urbanization is leading to massive loads of sediments and pollution on many reefs. Furthermore, 

scientists may have little information about these reefs, most are well known to fishermen, and 

even the most remote reefs are threatened by overfishing and, particularly, by destructive 

fishing practices.63 Hence, it is relevant to express the importance to preserve those endangered 

areas which happens, nowadays, to put Asian countries into ecological danger.  

 

5.4 DEFORESTATION AND INCREASED URBANIZATION 

Alteration of land use is one of the major causes of global environmental change which 

is driving species to extinction and emitting a growing amount of green-house gases. In 

particular, global deforestation rate is still alarmingly high, and the tropics are the only biome 

to exhibit an increasing trend of forest cover loss in the 21st-century. Deforestation and forest 

degradation in the tropics are responsible for 7–14 percent of anthropogenic carbon emissions 

and pose one of the greatest threats to global biodiversity. Therefore, reducing tropical 

deforestation and even reversing the trend to net forest gain are top priorities of global 

environmental policy83.    

It is noted that the more a population grows, the more it is necessary to open spaces 

for them to live in. In light of this, in Southeast Pacific Asian region is no different, and the 

areas most affected are the rainforest areas of these countries. Additionally, these forests are 

responsible for the absorption of carbon from the atmosphere and are also home to many species 

of animals and plants84.   

One of the major challenges faced by Southeast Pacific Asian countries is to achieve 

sustainable growth that does not degrade their rainforests as much as possible, seeking to reuse 

existing sites in the cities and use techniques that reduce carbon footprint. However, it is 

                                                 
83 YUMOTO, Nobuo Imai; FURAKAWA, Takuya; TSUJINO, Riyou; SHUMPEI, Kitamura; et al. Factors 

affecting forest area change in Southeast Asia during 1980-2010. Kyoto: Plos One, 2018. 
84 Idem. 
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difficult to deal with this topic when much of Southeast Asia's population survives from 

agriculture, which causes them to clear areas for planting, or even to use wood as fuel85.   

In fact, poorly planned urbanization can result in overcrowded cities, pollution, lack 

of sanitation, political instability, more carbon emissions, and more energy and food 

consumption, which can affect both urban and rural areas with future shortages86.  

In order to increase their economies, Southeast Pacific Asian region are spending 

amounts of time and effort into deforestation and into urbanization policies, mainly through 

industrialization process which does not concern environment issues, which happens to cause 

enormous trouble to green life in the region.87 That includes to proffer that Asian nations happen 

to afford a tremendous danger to a desirable balanced ecological scenario, which says to 

decrease people’s welfare living and then to harm social development.   

 

5.5 WATER SECURITY 

In Southeast Pacific Asia, few people have access to fresh, sanitized and unpolluted 

water. And with global warming, the water from glaciers located on mountain peaks melts 

dramatically, turning rivers into large canals that take away pure sources of drinking water. One 

example is the Himalayas, that is a source of several rivers in Asia, such as the Mekong, which 

crosses China, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam.88 

Rivers such as the Mekong are already heavily dammed, which gives the upriver 

countries a great energy availability, thanks to the hydroelectric plants, and the countries located 

down the river a low water supply. Moreover, with the pollution of the river as it follows its 

course, and, as much of the water is used in the crops, this also increases food safety issues.89 

 

  

                                                 
85 Idem. 
86 Idem. 
87 Idem. 
88 HERSHBERGER, Matt. 6 environmental challenges facing Southeast Asia (and what you can do to help). 
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6 THE SOUTH CHINA SEA ISSUE 

The South China Sea, one of the world’s busiest and most strategically important 

waterways of the 21st century, is subject to several overlapping territorial disputes involving 

China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan, Malaysia and Brunei. It is important to affirm that the 

conflict has remained unresolved for decades, however, has emerged as a flashpoint in China-

US relations in Asia. 90  

Picture 02 - South China Sea. 

 
Source: ECONOMIST, 2019. 

 

As early as the 1970s, countries began to claim islands and various zones in the South 

China Sea, such as the Spratly Islands, which possess rich natural resources and fishing areas. 

In recent years, satellite imagery has shown China’s increased efforts to reclaim land in the 

South China Sea by physically increasing the size or creating new islands altogether. In 

addition, China has constructed ports, military installations, and airstrips, particularly in the 

Paracel and Spratly Islands, where it has twenty and seven outposts, respectively.91 

It is worth pointing out that the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS), which came into force in 1994, established a legal framework intended to balance 

                                                 
90  THE WEEK IN ASIA. Explained: South China Sea dispute. Available at: https://www.scmp.com/week-

asia/article/2186449/explained-south-china-sea-dispute. Access on May 15, 2019.  
91 COUNCIL ON FOREING RELATIONS. Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea.  Available at: 
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the economic and security interests of coastal states with those of seafaring nations. Also, 

enshrines the Exclusive Economic Zones, a 200 nautical mile area that extends sole exploitation 

rights to coastal nations over marine resources.92 

That said, while UNCLOS has been signed and ratified by nearly all the coastal 

countries in the South China Sea, its interpretation is still hotly disputed. Moreover, legal and 

territorial disputes persists the scene of ongoing tensions between China and the Philippines, 

and China and Vietnam.93 

Therefore, the Philippines assert ownership of the Spratly archipelago and the 

Scarborough Shoal94, which invokes its geographical proximity to the Spratly Islands as the 

main basis of its claim for part of the grouping. China major claim is the Scarborough Shoal, 

located a little more than 100 miles from the Philippines and 500 miles from Chinese 

territories.95 

Regarding Vietnam, the country hotly disputes China's historical account, expressing 

that China had never claimed sovereignty over the islands before the 1940s. In addition, 

Vietnam pronounced that actively ruled over both the Paracels and the Spratlys since the 17th 

Century and has documents to prove it.96 

Furthermore, tensions between China and both the Philippines and Vietnam have 

recently cooled, even as China increased its military activity in the South China Sea by 

conducting a series of naval maneuvers and exercises in March and April 2018. Meanwhile, 

China continues to construct military and industrial outposts on artificial islands it has built in 

disputed waters.97  

It is relevant to highlight that Brunei and Malaysia have claimed sovereignty over 

southern parts of the sea and some of Spratly Islands98, which they say falls within their 

                                                 
92 LOWY INSTITUTE. South China Sea. Available at: https://www.lowyinstitute.org/issues/south-china-sea. 

Access on May 15, 2019. 
93 Idem. 
94 THE WEEK IN ASIA. Explained: South China Sea dispute. Available at: https://www.scmp.com/week-
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96  Idem. 
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May 15, 2019 
98  THE WEEK IN ASIA. Explained: South China Sea dispute. Available at: https://www.scmp.com/week-
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economic exclusive zones, as defined by UNCLOS. Moreover, Brunei does not claim any of 

the disputed islands, but Malaysia claims a small number of islands in the Spratlys.99 

It is necessary bring to light that the United States has also stepped up its military 

activity and naval presence in the region in recent years, including freedom of navigation 

operations (FONOPs) in January and March 2018. Also, since May 2017, the US has conducted 

six FONOPs in the region.100As for Japan and South Korea, US allies, the South China Sea is 

relevant due to the need of their supply of fuels and raw materials and as an export route.101 

In short, the 2002 ASEAN-China Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South 

China Sea states that the parties undertake to exercise self-restraint in the conduct of activities 

that would complicate or escalate the disputes in the area.102 Since that, discussions produced 

little of anything until 2017, when China and ASEAN came to terms on a draft outline of what 

a conduct code would look like. Thus, the agreement was merely a framework, the beginning 

of a bare foundation on which the rules would eventually rest.103 
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7 GREEN GROWTH AND GREEN ECONOMY 

The region of Asia and the Pacific were the first ones to come up with the concept of 

green growth in intergovernmental discussions in the 2005 Fifth Ministerial Conference on 

Environment and Development (MCED), in Seoul, South Korea. The concept gained a global 

highlight in the 2012 Rio+20 Summit. As defined in the MCED declaration, green growth is a 

“strategy of sustainable economic growth and job creation necessary to reduce poverty in the 

face of worsening resource constraints and climate crisis”. To accomplish the ideal, the green 

growth must be complemented by inclusive policies so the development and gains can be evenly 

distributed.104 

Besides that, green growth is also connected with the concept of green economy, used 

as synonyms many times. In the 2011 report, the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP), defined green economy as "one that results in improved human well-being and social 

equity, while significantly reducing environmental risks and ecological scarcities. It is low 

carbon, resource efficient, and socially inclusive".105 

Blue economy106 is also a relevant concept in this context and it places oceans as 

sustainable development spaces. The oceans are spaces of great biodiversity; they can help 

mitigate climate change by absorbing carbon, contribute for the income of several communities 

and represent a great economic value. Even though, about 40% of the oceans are very impacted 

by human activity and, according to Food and Agriculture Organization of United Nations 

(FAO), about 90% of the world’s fish stocks are overused.107 

The ASEAN members have a large coast area, which is important for economic, 

environmental and social aspects. Therefore, ocean sustainability is very relevant for ASEAN 

members that must cooperate in this subject and pay attention in domestics and trans-boundary 

problems concerning the ocean.108  
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Besides the evident environmental degradation, the approaches of green economy and 

green growth have been strengthening as an alternative to the several neoliberal crises of the 

last decade, especially the 2008 crisis. That said, they are seen as a new paradigm that includes 

the environmental and social issues.109 The challenges and environmental issues that the world 

faces today such as climate change, resources shortages, pollution and species extinctions 

demonstrate that is impracticable to maintain the current unsustainable patterns of consumption 

and production since it can affect the long-term economic gains and population well-being.  

Furthermore, it is estimated that approximately two thirds of world's population are 

going to be living in urban areas until 2050, according to the Population Division of the United 

Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA).110 In light of this, green cities 

are an extremely important aspect of the green growth. It is necessary an adequate planning in 

the cities growth, so a better infrastructure can be implemented, improving quality of life, 

generating less costs from the misuse of energy or resources and stimulating economic activity 

with the adequate infrastructure. With the right planning, cities can be pollution free, adapted 

to climate aspects and phenomenon, be inclusive, environmental adequate and more economical 

efficient.111 

In the other hand, the green growth and green economy investments have increased in 

the last decade. According to Bloomberg New Energy Finance, the investments in renewable 

energy increased 5% from 2014 to 2015, year that the area investment hit the amount of 

US$285.9 billion. According to the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), in 2014 

there were 7.7 million of renewable energy jobs.112   

According to the KPMG Company, the green bonds market achieved 11 billion in 

2013, US$36.6 billion in 2014 and it is estimated to reach 100 billion in 2015. The actions 

towards green growth and green economy must be implemented in several sectors such as 

energy, transportation, infrastructure, waste management, green and smart cities. Also, can 

                                                 
109 BRAND, Ulrich. Green Economy – the Next Oxymoron? No Lessons Learned from Failures of 

Implementing Sustainable Development GAIA 21/1(2012): 28 – 32 
110 UNITED NATIONS DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS. 68% of the world 

population projected to live in urban areas by 2050, says UN. Available at: 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/2018-revision-of-world-urbanization-prospects.html. 

Access on Mar. 23, 2019. 
111 GLOBAL GREEN GROWTH INSTITUTE. Thematic Strategies: Green Cities. Available at: 

http://gggi.org/theme/green-cities/. Access on Mar. 20, 2019. 
112 SHAH, Vaidehi. Why green growth is the key to Southeast Asia’s future. Available at: 

https://www.eco-business.com/news/why-green-growth-is-the-key-to-southeast-asias-future/. Access on Mar. 20, 

2019. 



 

 31 

involve private, public or international actors such as Non-governmental Organizations 

(NGOs), government, companies, civil society and international organizations. The cooperation 

between these actors is a path to share technologies, attract investments, raise money and 

strength the green results.113 

Among the strategies to advance in the green growth direction it is possible to notice 

the innovation and the more efficient use of the resources. The Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and Development (OECD) cites innovation, economic and environment policies 

as a way to achieve green growth. UNDESA defend the use of clean technology, the reduction 

of waste and implementation of sustainable farming for a green growth.  

Other strategies of a green economy are a low-carbon economy, green investments and 

jobs, recycling, putting a price in pollution, sustainable consumption, incentives to green 

business and projects, adjust the price to include externalities costs, invest in research and 

programs for green technology.114 All of these changes require investment in infrastructure, 

technology, education, policies and ways of measure the current situation and the progress in 

the transition to a green economy.115 

 

7.1 COSTS AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Despite the green economy and green growth benefits, there are many discussions 

about the cost of a transition from the current mainstream economic model to the green 

economy and green growth patterns and about its actual applicability. It is possible to reduce 

carbon emissions and still have economic growth, but there is no consensus about how fast 

should this transition may be. With the environment approach there is fear of the transition high 

costs and of slowing the economy growth down. Thereupon, what would be the cost to invest 

in a low carbon economy? It is true that restrictions about the greenhouse gases emissions, for 

instance, will reduce its growing rate. 
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 The externalities116 of unsustainable development can be really expensive since the 

environmental degradation can generate direct and indirect costs. It can cause economic 

damages, affecting agricultural, sea economical activities and even the pharmaceutical industry 

due to biodiversity reduction and raise the temperature, which also generates raise of sea levels. 

It can also cost society quality of life and increase government expenses in health care or natural 

disasters due pollution.117 

In the other hand, the investments in green growth can be a business opportunity, since 

it is good for a company’s brand to have a green standard. In the long-term, it can be beneficial 

for saving energy, water and resources and reducing costs by doing so. While some jobs related 

to fossil fuels, for instance, may disappear, more green jobs can emerge.118 

Still, how to implement green economy and green growth? The key factor to the 

transition is through clean technologies and innovation. As well, there is a need of regulatory 

policies and action from the government to avoid environmental damages and attract conditions 

to allure green investments. In a free market economy with no environmental regimentation, 

there might be externalities relating the economic activities, which means a third part that is not 

involved in the process may be affected by determined activity as water pollution or climate 

change.119 

There are some ways to deal with externalities such as rules that prohibit or limit 

actions it causes. A more flexible way to deal with it is not prohibiting, but discouraging such 

actions putting a price on it or adopting the cap-and-trade system120. The European Union (EU) 

is already adopting this system since 2005 and they expect their carbon emissions to be 21% 

lower in 2020 than the beginning, in 2005, in the sectors the system was implemented.121 

The last two approaches are markets incentives to reduce externalities or 

environmental damages and the pollution tax solution that can also generate income for the 
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government. Moreover, actions to achieve green goals must come from the majority or all 

countries if real results are expected.122  

 

7.2 CHALLENGES 

Despite the advantages and the necessity of a more conscious economic growth, there 

is a large amount of criticism around the concept of a green economy. Among the constraints 

to a green economy, there is the militarization of world politics and the conflicts caused by 

resources competition. Other challenges are the economic institutions that values profit rather 

than sustainability, elites or groups that intend to maintain their status and the lack of regulatory 

policies to promote sustainability.123  

In addition, developing countries financial resources and green technology access are 

also challenges to achieve green growth. There is also a chance of the green growth and 

economy to succeed in a limited way in a certain sector or region, not addressing the actual 

problem of balance the environmental conservation and a country development. A worse 

alternative would be a selective green economy being developed in the expense of other regions 

or sectors.124 

However, differently than sustainable development, green economy can count on some 

relevant socioeconomic actors for being attractive to them. Moreover, advances in the sector, 

such as renewable energy and microelectronics, are larger than 20 years ago. The green 

economy is seen as an opportunity for investment in several areas. Nonetheless, to properly 

achieve the goal of green economy is also necessary to think about the interests at stake and to 

analyze the political, economic and cultural constraints.125  

The strategies to the transition must include education, innovation and technology.126 

For green growth to be beneficial for all it is necessary to focus on people. For a more inclusive 

green growth, it is important to stablish communication between population and government, 
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policies for better livelihoods for people that faces poverty, assured rights, benefits of green 

growth that reach all people and ways of measuring the progress.127 

Despite the potential and necessity to develop a green economy, there are still many 

sustainable problems in the Southeast Pacific Asian region that need to be overcome. With a 

fast urbanization, increasing Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and an increasing work force and 

middle class, expected to achieve two thirds of ASEAN population by 2030, the consumerism 

has also grown in the region.128 Concerns about this consumerism impact on sustainability are 

already existing since it has turned into a way of life in many countries and can have a negative 

impact on natural resources used to produce the products and services.129 

 

7.3 A REGIONAL APPROACH 

Each one of ASEAN’s members have its own singularities, for instance, with different 

cultures and political systems. Nonetheless, the community also shares great similarities, 

including the geographical condition of its members, the position of developing countries that 

in some aspects depends on agriculture and resources economical activities and the fast growing 

level and urbanization, which can reach 65% of ASEAN population by 2050 according to 

OECD. Besides that, they have many common problems like climate change and poverty.130  

The Southeast Pacific Asian area is already adopting some green initiatives and has a 

great potential to develop by doing so. Having said that, the region must continue to grow by 

5.2% from 2019 to 2023 according to OECD. The adoption of a green growth or green economy 

in the region can bring great benefits like the long-term survival of important and rental 

activities for the region such as agriculture and forestry. It also can make cities more adequate 

for the rapid urbanization that is likely to happen there. Moreover, De Boer, the Global Green 

Growth Institute (GGGI) Director-General, believes that the strategic financial and 

geographical position of Singapore can be used to induce green growth in the region.131 
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In 2015, the Pacific received great amount of the global renewable investment table 

with a funding of US$ 180 billion. Some companies have also settled in the region, such as: 

Asia Clean Innovations, that is very present in the ASEAN community, seeking to transfer and 

implement clean technology like water conservation tools and street lighting renewable energy, 

and Third Wave Power that brings energy through portable solar chargers for urban consumers 

and also to emergency situations and rural communities being also compatible with the 

inclusiveness of green growth.132 

Among the international efforts to achieve green growth are the ASEAN Agreement 

on Transboundary Haze Pollution and collaboration with international actors. In 2016, the 

community discussed a collaboration possibility with the GGGI, an intergovernmental 

organization that aims to promote sustainable economic growth in developing countries and 

supports many projects in the areas of green cities, sustainable landscapes, sustainable energy 

and water and sanitation. The ASEAN actions to fight climate change were mentioned and the 

reduction of emissions from peatland fires was one of the main points.133 

There are many international institutions and organizations in this area that may offer 

support, data and financing to the implementation of a green growth and green economy on 

Southeast Pacific. While saving money from efficiency use of resources and guaranteeing long-

term economic growth benefits, the unsustainable patterns growth can be negative for the 

region. Based on OECD data, this region would be the one to lose the most because of climate 

change by 2060, with the largest fall in GDP.134 

According to OECD, natural capital is part of 20% of total wealth in Southeast Asia, 

2% more than the average in the OECD members. Hence, the strategy to acquire the 

investments and infrastructure to green growth might vary among the ASEAN members. While 

some countries, for instance, Malaysia and Singapore, can work with domestic and international 

finance, other countries may need Official International Assistance (ODA) to attract resources 

and have difficulties to finance the green development.135 

                                                 
132 Idem. 
133 SUBHAN, Arief. Green growth strategies in Southeast Asia. The ASEAN Post. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/green-growth-strategies-southeast-asia. Access on Mar. 23, 2019. 
134 Idem. 
135OECD OBSERVER. Supporting green growth in Southeast Asia. Available at: 

http://oecdobserver.org/news/fullstory.php/aid/5174/Supporting_green_growth_in_Southeast_Asia.html. Access 

on Mar. 20, 2019. 



 

 36 

The demand growth generates production increase, which generates more pollution, 

waste and deforestation. It can also increase health problems as diabetes and obesity. Vietnam, 

Indonesia, Philippines and Thailand are part of the world’s worst plastic polluters. However, 

there are already discussions about the problem: The Circular Leap Asia project intends to help 

companies to provide goods produced with minimal waste. Besides that, education about 

consume impacts on life and environment should be a part of the solution. On the other hand, 

the rise of consumption would increase labor demand and a more professional and advanced 

workforce could attract foreign direct investments in the region.136 

Another problem is the micro plastics. Thus, about 8 million tons of plastic ends up in 

the oceans each year. The Southeast Asian region is between the major plastic users in the 

world. In 2017, 67 percent of fish caught in the Gulf of Thailand had plastic in the stomach. In 

2018, in Indonesia, about 89 percent of the anchovies caught had micro plastics. People end up 

eating the sea animals with plastic and, according to Greenpeace, over 90 percent of world 

kitchens salt contained micro plastics.137 

Despite the challenges to green growth implementation, it is notable that Southeast 

Asia needs to move towards green growth and green economy, being an area that is likely to be 

largely impacted by environmental degradation. On the other hand, the region can benefit from 

green growth being a hub for green investments, saving its resources and improving its cities 

infrastructures to comport the increasing urbanization in the area. 

 Therefore, the region has potential to lean towards green growth, with growing GDP 

and ongoing green initiatives and investments that are taking place in Southeast Asia and Pacific 

region. The challenges to implementing it, like funding and an unpopular perspective of some 

green growth investments still persist, but the costs of not taking action may be really expensive. 

Worldwide, the civil population is also acquiring more awareness about the subject 

and even participating to lead a green growth movement through NGOs. As a result, there is 

also an emergence of a new market intend to consume environmentally friendly products as 

vegan or vegetarian, recycled and clean technology products. It is an opportunity for the private 

sector to invest and innovate. 

 Thus, the government might take action with environmental policies restricting or 

establishing a price on pollution and with investment, research and education incentives. 
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Further, it can also promote green local and foreigner investments through tax incentives. 

Cooperation is essential to acquire funds, share technology and make joint commitments 

towards green growth. Inclusion and poverty eradication must be included in the green growth 

efforts and may come together from all sectors: private and third sector, international 

institutions and mostly the government. 
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8 HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

In the second half of 20th century, international entities and state men used to approach 

human development progress in many countries by using GDP. However, development debate 

is considered an approach which goes beyond GDP, including putting emphasis on 

employment, followed by redistribution growth, and then whether people had their needs 

met.138   

The nowadays human development approach consists of two main goals to be 

achieved: people themselves and their freedom to choose. Economic growth will not 

automatically lead to greater opportunities for all. Instead, it is relatable to focus on giving 

people fair opportunities and choices. In addition, human development is, fundamentally, about 

more choice, providing people more opportunities. 

 Thereupon, the process of progress should at least create an environment for people, 

individually and collectively, to develop their full potential and to have a chance to live a life 

they value. Whereas the modern concept of human development thrives on people’s well-being 

by ensuring an equitable, sustainable and stable planet.139 

‘Greening’ human development is defined as the simultaneous pursuit of enhancing 

human well-being, reducing inequalities and minimizing the exposure of current and future 

generations to significant climate and environmental risks or environmental scarcities over the 

long run. For instance, such as the disaster that happened in 2004 in Southeast Asia140 illustrates 

how the lack of environmental concerned policies in these countries tremendously impact 

people’s life, in which we can include a huge lack of basic needs such as housing, feed, health 

assistance and education in these regions.  

 In December 2015, the United Nations sponsored the Paris Climate Agreement, which 

is a major milestone on behalf of the global project of climate stabilization. On the other hand, 

despite the heads of states have agreed to invest 1.5 –2 percent of global GDP per year in clean 

renewable supply, which could lead global emissions down by 40% within 20 years –current 

investment is around 0,4% -, political leaders do not desire to cut fossil fuel sources under 

sentence of slowing economic growth and costing jobs, they claim, as powerhouse country, 
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such as ASEAN's, still depend on these sort of resources to grow. Beyond the environmental 

importance, a more incisive clean supply investment will indeed create more jobs.141   

Nonetheless, once the fossil fuel sector suffers with less investment, workers in this 

field will need to be shifted. This procedure should be done with government assistance, but 

also the green economy and green development should bear these workers.  

  Moreover, there must be equality in gas emissions per capita – regardless of income 

or country of residence for green development to happen. However, the political point of view 

is that there is absolutely no chance that strong economies like China will implement such 

measures. There is simply no cushion of time for investing huge global efforts and fighting for 

unattainable goals.142 

Alongside, Green Human Development must be internalized as an equity issue, 

concerning issues of behavioral changes between developed and developing countries and their 

inter-generational and intra-generational equity. In addition, good practices at policy level 

might include: Planning Process, caring about poverty, environment and climate change 

mainstreaming; Public Finance Management Framework, which must include a review of 

institutional of financial systems to come up with climate fiscal system; and sector investment 

plans, estimating additional investment necessary to address climate change.143 

The current situation in Southeast Pacific Asia countries offer ruthless conditions for 

human development to be met. Once because it depends firstly on powerful environment-

concerned economic measures, such as investments in renewable energy sources to decrease 

the current burning coal economy, which many ASEAN countries is based on. The main issue 

in such production system is that almost whole increasing mediums in the region lies on highly 

pollution increasing industries, besides the huge urban disorientated excess and other problems, 

and this sort of economy is enormously hazarding to people’s life quality due to air purity 

threaten and other substantial issues.144 
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8.1 BARRIERS TO GREENING HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  

Furthermore, the ASEAN countries barriers to green development thrive on five 

fundamental environmental problems. Which are, according to the organization: Mass 

immigration of labor to urban industries is encouraged by economic policies, that causes 

overcrowding in cities, increases the risk of socio-political conflict and environmental 

problems.145 

This is an issue which must be covered since the Asian countries' governments insist 

on economic growth achievement though bulking up the urban centers and mistreating rural 

and forest areas, which is up to damage social and environment development. Almost 75% of 

sea’s original forest cover has been destroyed because of both overexploitation for profit and 

ignorance of good practices;146 Water supplies will increasingly be polluted, as demand grows 

with fast growing population and economy from untreated sewage, industrial discharges, and 

from salt-water intrusion of overexploited water tables;147 

Since the sea life is fundamental to green development – the main oxygen producer is 

in the sea: phytoplankton109 – maintaining the clean and prosperous water facilities is, 

thereupon, essential to people’s welfare.  

Plankton may be small, but these tiny drifters play a huge role in aquatic ecosystems. 

Many animals, including whales, rely on them for food. Plankton that are plants, 

known as phytoplankton, grow and get their own energy through photosynthesis and 

are responsible for producing an estimated 80% of the world’s oxygen. As such, 

climate scientists are interested in learning more about phytoplankton because of the 

role they play in oxygen production, as well as in carbon sequestration.148 

Vehicles, power plants, incinerators and industry, the use of high polluting fuels, and 

outdated pollution control technology causes air pollution and is a major problem in Asia149. 

Therefore, the disordered urban bulking in Asian countries, especially in emerging ones, is 

causing high pollution rates and, therefore, is damaging life quality, since these people find 

themselves anxious to consume and huge companies continue to increase the numbers of power 

plants and industries with none or weak pollution regulation – and with enormous public 
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investment150. Trawlers illegally encroaching into Exclusive Economic Zones and territorial 

seas151 The concerns for the environmental problems of ASEAN have been being opposed by 

certain aims in the block Working Group on Multilateral Environmental Agreements 

(AWGMEA), which include:  

Besides, there are ten priority areas for environmental cooperation in sustaining 

development and regional integration in ASEAN, which might include:  Addressing global 

environmental issues related to atmospheric and chemical related conventions such as climate 

change, hazardous and toxic wastes; Managing and preventing transboundary environmental 

pollution; promoting sustainable development through environmental education and public 

participation; promoting the adoption of the cleaner production processes and technologies; 

Promoting quality living standards in ASEAN cities/urban areas which focus on addressing 

urban environmental challenges such as water pollution with access to clean water and air 

pollution due to vehicular emissions, and solid waste management. 

 Additionally, the ASEAN adopted the Marine Water Quality Criteria, the Criteria for 

National Marine Protected Areas and the Criteria for Marine Heritage Areas to help promote 

and protect the shared marine waters in the regions; The ASEAN’s commitment to the 

conservation and sustainable use of rich biological resources, continue to promote biodiversity 

conservation through networking, training, research and database management. 

Also, by recognizing the importance of freshwater resources, ASEAN adopted a 

Strategic Plan of Action on Water Resources Management which aims to tackle issues that are 

related to demand and supply allocation, water quality and sanitation, governance and capacity 

building. As the region is highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, the ASEAN 

leaders resolved to enhance cooperation, expressing their support to the development of 

ASEAN Climate Change Initiatives. Thus, to further strengthen regional coordination and 

cooperation in addressing climate change and undertake action to respond to its diverse 

impacts152. 
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As said previously, such measures are essential to cover environmental issues in the 

region. However, it is not acceptable that this subject and these plans keep unmoved, in paper, 

and not in reality effectively.  
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9 CONCLUSION  

It is clear that ASEAN+3 countries are endowed with rich natural resources that sustain 

essential life support systems. However, these countries suffer from diverse and complex 

environmental issues and despite an abundance of natural resources, ASEAN+3, as elsewhere, 

is facing an enormous challenge in keeping a delicate balance of environmental sustainability 

and economic development. 

At the same time, the current trajectory of environmental degradation in Asia is 

unsustainable. Policymakers around the region acknowledge the importance of environmentally 

sustainable growth and are already acting, but much more will need to be done. A prosperous, 

growing, and safe Asia needs water, clean air, forests, and arable land.153 

Notwithstanding, balancing environmental, economic and social elements, green 

economy requires the engagement of all sectors, including policymakers, businesses and 

individual citizens. It is necessary to find ways to increase economic prosperity without 

increasing resource use and environmental impacts. 

Therefore, it is relevant to recognize that not all policies that promote equity will 

promote sustainability and vice versa. There may be policies that advance one at the cost of the 

other. Much scope for policy action exists in the intersection of equity and environmental 

sustainability, however, with a number of policy options that can promote substantial gains in 

both.154 

Overall, the discussion in this concerned subject is widespread through the world, 

especially in the ASEAN community, indeed relevant and imperative to be deliberated since it 

concerns the own future, not only the ASEAN’s, but also worldwide.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
153ASIA DEVELOPMENT BANK INSTITUTE. Asia’s wicked environmental problem. Available at: 
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154 IFTIKHAR, Subhra Bhattacharjee And Usman Ali. Greening Human Development: Capturing Wins in 

Equity and Environmental Sustainability. New York: United Nations Development Programme, 2016. 
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