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ABSTRACT 

This Annex Guide has the goal to introduce individual perspectives concerning the activities 

and context of green growth and human development in each of ASEAN+3 state members, 

which includes: Japan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Thailand and Viet Nam. In light of that, 

this paper presents each country reality passing through some institutional aspects, regional 

relations, environmental issues and data related to human development, focusing on green 

growth and green economy. 
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ABBREVIATION INDEX 

CRGG – Climate Resilient Green Growth. 

EZZ – Exclusive Economic Zone. 

GGGI – Global Green Growth Institute. 

GDP – Gross Domestic Product. 

HDI – Human Development Index. 

NDC – Nationally Determined Contribution. 

MONRE - Vietnam’s Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment. 

NGO’s – Non-Governmental Organizations. 

ODA – Official Development Assistance. 

WEF – World Economic Forum. 

WTO – World Trade Organisation. 
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1 INTRODUCTION  

As exposed before, the ASEAN+3 member states consist of all Southern Asian nations 

added the People’s Republic of China, the Republic of Korea and the Kingdom of Japan.  

With it, fair it is to be concerned that the block relations have been treated with priority 

on the Asian nations' inner and external measures, and this very paper aims the goal to point 

brief analyses about each country’s policies and relations with the Association. That said, the 

States representatives will surely be able to develop solid and coherent discussion about the 

topic on trend inside the committee. 

Thus, the directors will look forward to give the delegates a more complete perspective 

of the complex challenges faced in implementing, developing and increasing Green Growth 

and Human Development in the Southeast Pacific Asian region. 
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2 JAPAN 

Japan is an island country that is located in East Asia and its archipelago is comprised 

of more than 6800 islands. In addition, the country is home to over 126 million people, making 

it the tenth largest country in the world in terms of population1. Today, Japan is considered 

world’s third largest economy, despite a series of economic setbacks that occurred during the 

1990s.2 

It is important to highlight that economic interdependence between ASEAN and Japan 

has been steadily increasing, making ASEAN Japan’s second largest trade partner. Thus, 

private direct investment from Japan to the community Member Countries over the past ten 

years has reached a substantial level.3 

Thereupon, Japan has assisted the economic and social development of ASEAN 

Member Countries by providing bilateral Official Development Assistance (ODA), thereby 

contributing to the peace, stability and prosperity in the region. Moreover, the country has 

deeply committed itself to forging stronger relations with the ASEAN region through its ODA 

and by promoting trade and investment, building on the achievements made so far.4 

While Japan has become a cleaner and environmentally responsible nation over the 

last several decades, the country’s business, agricultural and industrial activities still contribute 

to a broad range of environmental issues. Therefore, one of the biggest environmental issues in 

Japan is waste management as a result of the massive amount of trash that the modern Japanese 

society generates. Also, due to the small size of the island, there is a lack of space that can 

accommodate this trash production.5 

Furthermore, another major environmental issue in Japan today involves dealing with 

the aftermath of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant disaster. According to a recent study 

conducted by researchers at Kindai University, it is estimated that since the 2011 disaster, that 

created 20,100 becquerels6 of cesium, which is an extremely dangerous fission product that is 

often found near nuclear reactors, is present into the Tokyo Bay. Although the nuclear plant 

                                                           
1 NATIONS FACTS. Japan Facts. Available at: http://nationfacts.net/japan-facts/. Access on May 25, 2019.  
2 AZO CLEANTECH. Japan: Environmental Issues, Policies and Clean Technology Available at: 

https://www.azocleantech.com/article.aspx?ArticleID=539. Access on May 25, 2019 
3 ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS. The ASEAN-Japan plan of action. Available at: 

https://asean.org/?static_post=the-asean-japan-plan-of-action. Access on May 25, 2019. 
4 ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS. The ASEAN-Japan plan of action. Available at: 

https://asean.org/?static_post=the-asean-japan-plan-of-action. Access on May 25, 2019. 
5 AZO CLEANTECH. Japan: Environmental Issues, Policies and Clean Technology Available at: 

https://www.azocleantech.com/article.aspx?ArticleID=539. Access on May 25, 2019.  
6 “The becquerel is the derived unit of radioactivity in the International System of Units”. Available at: 

https://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/becquerel. Access on May 18, 2019. 
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was disabled in March of 2013, the environmental problems associated with the disaster 

continue to plague the area.7 

Nonetheless, the government has also been monitoring the environment, measuring 

radioactivity in the air and water, following the leak of radioactive substances after the accident 

at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station.8 According to a recent report by the 

International Energy Agency, the Japanese government has strongly supported the research, 

development and adoption of clean technology, which was further brought into focus after 

Japan began shutting down many of its nuclear reactors.9 

A further issue in Japan is environmental pollution, in which is give rise to by high-

tech pollution created by cutting-edge industries, such as integrated circuit production. When it 

comes to ground water pollution, the matter in question is caused by several solvents, despite 

The Water Pollution Control Law, which was incorporated in regulations to restrict toxic 

substances in ground water.10 On the other hand, it is relevant to express that Japan is home to 

some of the world’s most stringent anti-pollution laws.11 

Hence, green measures to the long-term goal of promoting green growth and a 

transition to a low-carbon society were adopted by Japan in 2008-2009, comprising tax 

incentives for investments in energy-saving and renewable energy facilities, including the 

possibility to claim immediate depreciation of their costs; support for energy efficiency and 

biomass reuse in agriculture; forest maintenance, such as thinning, to enhance greenhouse gas 

absorption capacity; support for green investments at local level, through “Local Green New 

Deal Funds”; among others.12 

Posteriorly, Japan’s New Growth Strategy was first approved in December 2009 and 

revised in June 2010. That said, it outlines a model of growth based on domestic demand, 

innovation, and stronger economic integration of Japan in the Asia region, as well as less 

                                                           
7AZO CLEANTECH. Japan: Environmental Issues, Policies and Clean Technology Available at: 

https://www.azocleantech.com/article.aspx?ArticleID=539. Access on May 25, 2019. 
8   https://web-japan.org/factsheet/en/pdf/e45_environment.pdf 
9AZO CLEANTECH. Japan: Environmental Issues, Policies and Clean Technology Available at: 

https://www.azocleantech.com/article.aspx?ArticleID=539. Access on May 25, 2019. 
10WEB JAPAN. Environmental Issues. Available at: https://web-

japan.org/factsheet/en/pdf/e45_environment.pdf. Access on May 25, 2019.  
11 PLANETWATCH. The Japanese Government’s Support for Environmental Technology. Available at: 

https://globalwarmingisreal.com/2010/12/15/the-japanese-government%E2%80%99s-support-for-

environmental-technology/. Access on May 25, 2019. 
12 ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT. Green Growth in Japan. 

Available at: http://www.bollettinoadapt.it/old/files/document/11703green_jap_oecd_3.pdf. Access on May 25, 

2019. 
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dependence on heavy public investment in infrastructure. The Strategy takes into account the 

challenges of climate change and Japan’s ageing population.13 

As a result, it identifies the environmental and health sectors, together with increased 

leisure time and tourism, as the main sources of demand and, hence, as the key drivers of future 

growth and job creation. In particular, the promotion of “green innovation”, a restructuring in 

the environment and energy sectors to achieve a low-carbon society, is one of the “basic 

policies”. Also, greening the tax system is one of the instruments that will be used to promote 

green innovation.14 

In addition, its strategy gives much emphasis to the linkages between environmental 

protection, economic growth and social change, in an attempt to move from a strictly 

environmental interpretation of sustainable development to a more integrated approach. 15 It is 

relevant to give emphasis to Japan’s Human Development Index (HDI), which put the country 

in the very high HDI category—positioning it at 19 out of 189 countries and territories.16 

Therefore, utilizing its world-leading environmental and energy technologies, Japan 

must contribute to create low-environmental-impact societies both domestically and 

internationally, by means including lower CO2 emissions, recycling, and coexistence with 

nature. At the same time, it is hoped that stronger environmental initiatives will generate new 

demand, leading to economic growth and employment opportunities in Japan.17 Hence, the 

country is widely considered as one of the most modern and progressive economies countries 

in the world in regards to their dedication to promote environmental protection.18 

  

                                                           
13 Ibdem. 
14 Ibdem. 
15 Ibdem. 
16THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME. Human Development Indices and Indicators: 

2018 Statistical Update. Available at: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/all/themes/hdr_theme/country-notes/JPN.pdf. 

Access on May 25, 2019.  
17NATIONAL GRADUATE INSTITUTE FOR POLICY STUDIES. Japan’s green growth strategy –on/off. 

Available at: http://www.grips.ac.jp/teacher/oono/hp/course/student_slides/2014/konstanze_green.pdf. Access on 

May 25, 2019.  
18 AZO CLEANTECH. Japan: Environmental Issues, Policies and Clean Technology Available at: 

https://www.azocleantech.com/article.aspx?ArticleID=539. Access on May 25, 2019. 
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3 KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA 

Cambodia history is marked by instability. The country became independent of French 

rule in 1953 and faced years of struggle with the brutal Khmer Rouge regime, followed by 

Vietnamese occupation, in 1978, and civil war that ended with the Paris Peace Accords, in 

1991. Despite of democracy established by the agreement, political stability wasn’t fully 

achieved yet.19  

Cambodia is bordered by Thailand, Vietnam and Laos. Thus, the government is a 

parliamentary constitutional monarchy and its economy has a growing rate average of 7%. 

Additionally, its main profit sectors are tourism, garment, construction and agriculture, having 

weak diversification of exports, composed 68% of textile. Besides that, Cambodia is still one 

of the poorest countries in Asia and depends on foreign aid and investment.20  

It is important to express that Cambodia receives large investments and assistance from 

Japan and China, interested in expanding their influence in the region.21 However, the country 

has been leaning more to China, that has great presence in trade and infrastructure development 

plans in the nation.22 It is relevant to highlight that Lao’s dam construction are a concern for 

Cambodia.23 

When it comes to human development, it is necessary to point out that Cambodian 

population, in general, are not able to access or have a quality education and a great amount of 

them drop out of school. Also, there is inequality in the school attendance of people with 

different gender, location or socioeconomic status.24  

In the environmental aspect, Cambodia suffers from monsoonal rains, flooding and 

droughts. In addition, biodiversity has been threatened for illegal logging and mining, also, 

potable water and overfishing are relevant issues.25 Furthermore, deforestation rate in 

                                                           
19CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. The World Factbook. Available at: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cb.html. Access on May 25, 2019. 
20 Ibdem. 
21LIM, Cheryl. Cambodia and Japan navigate a changing geopolitical landscape together. 2018. Available 

at: https://theaseanpost.com/article/cambodia-and-japan-navigate-changing-geopolitical-landscape-together-0. 

Access on May 25, 2019. 
22ARIFFIN, Eijas. Why Cambodia needs China. 2019. Available at: https://theaseanpost.com/article/why-

cambodia-needs-china. Access on: May 25, 2019. 
23CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. The World Factbook. Available at: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cb.html. Access on May 25, 2019. 
24KHIDHIR, Sheith. Cambodia’s failing education system. 2019. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/cambodias-failing-education-system. Access on May 25, 2019.  
25CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. The World Factbook. Available at: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cb.html. Access on May 25, 2019. 
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Cambodia is one of the biggest in the world and it has been worsening due to industrial 

plantation, logging and agriculture.26 

Due to deforestation, several problems occur such as landslides and stronger floods 

that affects the economy. Hence, the industries of rubber and rosewood, in which China plays 

a big role, are one of the drivers of the practice in the territory. In addition, trade of illegal 

materials of logging from Cambodia to Vietnam also contributes to the problem.27 

Moreover, in 2017, hydroelectric plants represented 63% of the energy source, while 

fossil fuels composed 35% of total in 2016.28 Regardless of the low energy access, Cambodia 

has a growing energy demand that the country plans to attend also with hydropower, many 

times financed by China, since it has access to rivers such as the Mekong. Although, this energy 

source could have risks such as dam collapse or the negative impact it could bring to the rivers, 

risking farming and fisheries for instance.29 

Despite of that, Cambodia has showed its endeavor to green growth implementation 

through initiatives such as the National Green Growth Roadmap, in 2010, the National Green 

Growth Policy, in 2013, and the National Green Growth Strategic Plan for 2013 to 2030. 

Furthermore, the country is currently adopting the Rectangular Strategy and the National 

Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) that also can contribute for the green growth.30 

That said, it is important to highlight Cambodia’s relevancy of agriculture sector and 

the importance of improving governance and education to match and establish green initiatives. 

In this context, the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) uses the Green Growth Potential 

Assessment report as a way to identify the green growth potential of a country and make 

recommendations in this aspect. Therefore, the organization made an assessment report of 

Cambodia green growth potential in 2018.31 

In the Cambodian assessment, the GGGI made recommendations in the strengthening 

of adaptive capacity, with opportunities to increase the use of climate resilient seeds through 

flexibilization of imports restrictions and research cooperation with other ASEAN countries 

                                                           
26THOMAS, Jason. Cambodia’s sanctuaries under threat. 2019. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/cambodias-sanctuaries-under-threat. Access on May 25, 2019. 
27Ibdem. 
28CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. The World Factbook. Available at: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/cb.html. Access on May 25, 2019. 
29ARIFFIN, Eijas. Are Cambodia’s hydropower plans risky? 2019. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/are-cambodias-hydropower-plans-risky. Access on May 25, 2019. 
30 GLOBAL GREEN GROWTH INSTITUTE. Green Growth Potential Assessment Cambodia Country 

Report. Seoul, 2018. Available at: https://gggi.org/site/assets/uploads/2018/08/CAM_Green-Growth-Potential-

Assessment2018_Full-Report-1.pdf. Access on June 15, 2019. 
31 Ibdem. 
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such as Vietnam and Thailand. Additionally, the suggestions on renewable energy could create 

green jobs and help to bring electricity to remote areas.32 

Moreover, the proposals for improvement of natural capital management involve the 

mapping of land concessions, an increased regulation and enforcement (what could contribute 

to tackle deforestation) and the introduction of measurements on agriculture productivity that 

could help to diminish climate change related losses. Lastly, the report also points out 

recommendations in the increase of industrial productivity by using resources efficiently with 

competitiveness improvement by reducing energy costs and environmental damages.33 

In addition, the green business sectors are arising in Cambodian society, including in 

the construction sector, promising to be more environmental and socially adequate and to bring 

resource efficiency, among other benefits.34 Besides that, advances in low carbon and 

renewable energy can already be found in the cooperation with the Chinese Global 

Environmental Institute and the GGGI.35 Another manner to cooperate for green growth is 

through sharing of good practices as in the case of Cambodia and the Surabaya city of 

Indonesia.36 

  

                                                           
32 Ibdem. 
33 Ibdem. 
34 SOKUNTHEA, Hang. Forum: Green Business Catching On in Cambodia. Available at: 

https://www.cambodiadaily.com/news/forum-green-business-catching-cambodia-128894/. Access on June 15, 

2019. 
35 GLOBAL GREEN GROWTH INSTITUTE. China’s Global Environmental Institute and GGGI partner 

on low carbon development in Cambodia. Available at: https://gggi.org/chinas-global-environment-institute-

and-gggi-partner-on-low-carbon-development-in-cambodia/. Access on June 15, 2019. 
36 GLOBAL GREEN GROWTH INSTITUTE. Cambodia-Indonesia Green City Knowledge Sharing in 

Surabaya, 14-15 August 2018. Available at: https://gggi.org/cambodia-indonesia-green-city-knowledge-

sharing-in-surabaya-14-15-august-2018/. Access on June 15, 2019. 

https://gggi.org/chinas-global-environment-institute-and-gggi-partner-on-low-carbon-development-in-cambodia/
https://gggi.org/chinas-global-environment-institute-and-gggi-partner-on-low-carbon-development-in-cambodia/
https://gggi.org/cambodia-indonesia-green-city-knowledge-sharing-in-surabaya-14-15-august-2018/
https://gggi.org/cambodia-indonesia-green-city-knowledge-sharing-in-surabaya-14-15-august-2018/
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4 KINGDOM OF THAILAND 

Thailand, officially known as the Kingdom of Thailand, is a Southeast Asian country 

located at the center of the Indochina peninsula.  Thailand is the world’s 51st largest and the 

20th most populous country in the world. Its capital, Bangkok, is Thailand’s political, 

commercial, industrial and cultural hub. A constitutional system was established in 1932, but 

Thailand’s monarchy and military have continued to intervene periodically in politics and a 

military junta took power in May 2014. 37 

Thailand has played an active role in ASEAN from the very beginning.  The country 

is one of the founding members of ASEAN, together with Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines 

and Singapore. Having said that, Thailand attaches great importance to enhancing cooperation 

within ASEAN frameworks to build trust and confidence among ASEAN Member States, as 

well as to promote peace, stability and prosperity in the region.38 

It is essential to express that Thailand is going to hold the ASEAN’s 2019 

Chairmanship. In addition, its new role will increase the pressure on Thailand just as it occupies 

an important responsibility in stewarding ASEAN-centered regionalism throughout the year.39 

Under its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) commitment, Thailand aims to 

reduce greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions by 20-25% from projected BAU levels by 2030. 

This forms part of the government’s vision for climate-resilient, low-carbon growth and is 

aligned to both the current 5-year National Economic and Social Development Plan and 

Thailand’s Climate Change Master Plan. 

To meet this commitment, there is an urgent need to systematically cascade the 

economy-wide NDC target into sectoral targets, so that sector-specific plans can be formulated 

and implemented. The industrial sector, which represents 38% of the Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) and at least 23% of emissions, is particularly crucial to success and is therefore the focus 

of this project. Shifting industry toward a low emissions pathway will not only increase the 

country’s competitiveness in the world market, but also boost opportunities for green job 

creation.40 

                                                           
37INTERNATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION. Thailand Report. Available at: 

https://www.imuna.org/resources/country-profiles/thailand. Access on May 25, 2019.  
38 ROYAL THAI EMBASSY. Thailand and ASEAN. Available at: https://thaiembdc.org/thailand-and-asean/. 

Access on Jun. 17, 2019. 
39THE DIPLOMAT. Thailand’s ASEAN Chair Challenge in 2019. Available at: 

https://thediplomat.com/2018/11/thailands-asean-chair-challenge-in-2019/. Access on Jun. 17, 2019.   
40 GLOBAL GREEN GROWTH INSTITUTE. Thailand Report. Available at: 

https://gggi.org/country/thailand/. Access on May 25, 2019. 
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The Government of Thailand’s Industry GHG Reduction Roadmap, which was 

developed with Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) support, focuses on three high impact 

industrial sectors: automotive parts, palm oil, and frozen seafood. All of these sectors are crucial 

to consider in NDC implementation. From the study, it was found that automotive part industry 

has the highest GHG emissions and very high emissions growth. Improving energy efficiency 

of the auto parts sector could therefore significantly contribute toward Thailand’s NDC 

targets.41 

However, companies lack the technical and financial capacity to implement energy 

efficiency measures, which has been identified as the key focus area of this sector. Thus, 

acceleration on energy efficiency measures, not only in the auto part industry, shall be enhanced 

through identifying bankable projects with an aim to demonstrate and accelerate green 

investment in the Thai industrial sector.42  

Moreover, the Thai delegation has a tremendous task on its hands since the country is 

hosting the summit and it is said to spread the green philosophy throughout Southeast Pacific 

Asia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
41 Ibdem. 
42GLOBAL GREEN GROWTH INSTITUTE. Thailand Report. Available at: https://gggi.org/country/thailand/. 

Access on May 25, 2019.  
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5 LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

Officially referred to as the Lao People's Democratic Republic, the state is a 

landlocked country in Southeast Asia. Laos shares borders with Burma, China, Vietnam, 

Cambodia, and Thailand. With a population of 6.5 million in 2012, around one-third of the 

population lives below the international poverty line of US$1.25 per day. Laos is a single-party 

socialist republic, which seems to be heavily under the influence of the Socialist Republic of 

Vietnam and the Vietnam People's Army.43  

Lao has experienced rapid economic growth in recent years, averaging 7.9% GDP 

growth during its 7th Five-Year National Social Economic Development Plan 2011-2015. That 

said, the country poverty rate was reduced to 19.7%, its human development index increased, 

and its labor structure improved with increased percentage of employment in industry and 

service sectors. However, these national gains are tempered when compared against regional 

peers, as Lao has been less successful in translating growth into job creation and poverty 

reduction.44 

These growth outcomes are due to several overarching trends and challenges, 

including a two-fold increase in urban population in less than two decades, minimal institutional 

coordination, lack of financial resources and financial planning capacity for sustainable 

development, and lack of effective regulations on natural resource use, combined with a weak 

tax structure on environmentally harmful production and consumption.45 

Nevertheless, the Government of Lao is committed to graduating the country out of 

the LDC group by 2020 and doing so with a greater emphasis on the quality of growth. The Lao 

vision to 2030 and its 10-year Strategy (2016-2025), as well as the five-year 8th NSEDP 2016-

2020, all clearly identified policy priorities on LDC graduation, increased human capacity, 

regional and international integration, and sustainable development. The three policy 

documents focus on green growth and its contribution to long-term social economic 

development goals.46 

  

                                                           
43INTERNATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION. Philippines. Available at: 

http://www.imuna.org/resources/country-profiles/philippines. Access on May 25, 2019.  
44GLOBAL GREEN GROWTH INSTITUTE. Philippines. Available at: https://gggi.org/country/philippines/. 

Access on May 25, 2019. 
45 Ibdem.  
46Ibdem. 
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6 MALAYSIA 

Malaysia is a multi-ethnic and multi-religious country in Southeast Asia, being one of 

the wealthiest and most developed countries in the region.47 Whit it, Malaysia has played a 

major role in the 52 years since ASEAN was formed in 196748, by having a great commitment 

to the organization and gaining the respect of neighboring countries. 

As a developing country, Malaysia encounters a great challenge in ensuring a balance 

between development and environmental sustainability. Consequently, urban air, river quality, 

deforestation, household waste and hazardous are some of the serious and worrying 

environmental problems faced by the country.49 

It is important to notice that the automobile emissions are Malaysia’s major source of 

air pollution, but air quality indicators for Malaysian cities tend to designate cleaner air than in 

most other Asian cities. Furthermore, livestock farming, domestic sewage, and land clearing 

have contributed to river pollution, but government documents do not suggest that river 

pollution is widespread or acutely problematic.50 

Malaysia can become quite smoggy, especially when smoke from plantation, slash and 

burn fires in Indonesia blows over to the country. In October 2010, more than 200 schools in 

southern Malaysia were ordered closed after a drop in air quality due to haze from fires in 

Indonesia. It is necessary to highlight that pollution data has been deemed an “official secret” 

and is not released to the public.51 

Even though, Malaysia has emphasized the importance of balanced development since 

the 1970s. The pollution control legal framework, Environmental Quality Act, was legislated 

way back in 1974. Similarly, the legal framework for nature preservation, Protection of Wildlife 

Act, was introduced in 1972 and has been enforced throughout Peninsular Malaysia since 1973. 

More policy statements on biodiversity, climate change and solid waste management were 

declared in subsequent years.52 

                                                           
47 NATIONS ONLINE. Malaysia. Available at: https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/malaysia.htm. Access 

on Jan. 30, 2019. 
48 NEW STRAITS TIMES. Malaysia plays big role in ASEAN. Available at:  

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2017/08/265243/malaysia-plays-big-role-asean-salleh. Access on  Jan. 30, 

2019. 
49 UKESSAYS. Environmental Issues in Malaysia. November 2018. Available at: 

https://www.ukessays.com/essays/marketing/environmental-issues-in-the-world-and-in-malaysia-marketing-

essay.php?vref=1. Accessed on Jan. 31, 2019. 
50 FACTS AND DETAILS. Fires and environmental issues in Malaysia. Available at: 

http://factsanddetails.com/southeast-asia/Malaysia/sub5_4e/entry-3704.html. Access on  Jan. 31, 2019. 
51 Ibdem. 
52 IN FOCUS. Why do we need green economy?. Available at:  https://infocus.wief.org/why-do-we-need-

green-economy/. Access on Jan. 30, 2019. 
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In recent years, the country has experienced rapid economic development which key 

drivers of such growth are private consumption and investment, especially in the services 

sector. However, this economic growth has been accompanied by environmental degradation. 

Malaysia is heavily dependent on the petroleum and timber industry which has significantly 

eroded its ability to remain economically sustainable.53 

Nevertheless, the Malaysian government is expected to set aside as much as $15 billion 

under the proposed 11th Malaysia Plan 2015-2020 (11MP) for the development and 

implementation of green growth initiatives in the country.54 Before this, in 2009, Malaysia 

launched the National Green Technology Policy and suite of policy instruments such as a 

financing scheme and other green incentives to mainstream the usage of newly available 

environmentally-friendly technologies.55 

Thus, Malaysia is now committed to fostering the development of a clean and efficient 

economy; encouraging an increasement of green businesses and green products and services, 

which in turn will create “green jobs”. According to Hezri Adnan, Fellow of the Academy of 

Sciences Malaysia, on the country’s sustainable development strategy in the next two decades, 

it requires the creation of a new logic of development that recognizes the limits of the country’s 

natural ecosystems to move forward. As follows, a whole-of-society challenge like 

sustainability requires a whole-of-government approach to governance.56 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
53 VAGHEFI et al. A Framework for Green Growth and Socio-Economic Development in Malaysia. 

Current World Environment. Vol. 10(1), 29-38 (2015). Available at: 

http://www.cwejournal.org/pdf/vol10no1/vol10_no1_29-38.pdf. Access on Jan. 30, 2019. 
54 THE MALAYSIAN REVERSE. Green growth to be game changer. Available at: 

https://themalaysianreserve.com/2017/03/31/green-growth-to-be-game-changer/. Access on Jan. 31, 2019. 
55 IN FOCUS. Why do we need green economy?. Available at: https://infocus.wief.org/why-do-we-need-green-

economy/. Access on  Jan. 30, 2019. 
56 Ibdem.  
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7 NATION OF BRUNEI, ABODE OF PEACE 

Brunei Darussalam is a small country located in Southeast Asian region. The territory 

became a British protectorate in 1888 and achieved independence in 1984.57 The government 

is an absolute monarchy and has a stable economy, with a per capita Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) among the highest in the world and a growing urbanization rate.58 It is relevant to express 

that the official religion is Islam, even though there are other religious groups as Christianism 

and Buddhism.59 

Brunei is bounded by the South China Sea and Malaysia. Furthermore, it has plenty of 

natural resources, including oil and natural gas, one of its main profit sources and export 

products.60 Therefore, the oil and gas industry generate a large fortune for the Sultan61, that 

concedes the population several handouts.62 

In the development scenario, the sultanate presented a high HDI63 of 0.853, in 2017.64 

It is necessary to highlight that there is a considerable gender inequality in the country yet with 

only 9.1% of parliamentary seats occupied by women.65 Furthermore, Brunei has an 

increasingly aging population, what can generate less revenue for the country due the workforce 

decrease. However, a larger participation of women and Persons with Disabilities in Brunei’s 

labor force may help solving the problem and contribute for more inclusiveness and human 

development in the society.66 

In the environmental aspect, the government works with distinct partners, like private 

business and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s). In addition, it promotes several 

                                                           
57BBC NEWS. Brunei country profile. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-12990058. 

Access on May 03, 2019. 
58Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). The World Factbook. Available at: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bx.html. Access on May 03, 2019. 
59PERMANENT MISSION OF BRUNEI DARUSSALAM TO THE UNITED NATIONS. Country Facts: 

Brunei History. Available at: https://www.un.int/brunei/brunei/country-facts. Access on May 03, 2019. 
60Ibdem. 
61  According to the Cambridge Dictinonary, Sultan is “a title of someone who rules or governs in some Muslim 

countries”. Available at: https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sultan. Access on: May 27, 2019. 
62BBC NEWS. Brunei country profile. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-12990058. 

Access on May 03, 2019. 
63The Human Development Index (HDI) is a measurable of human development in three aspects: “a long and 

healthy life, access to knowledge and a decent standard of living”. Available at: 

http://hdr.undp.org/sites/all/themes/hdr_theme/country-notes/BRN.pdf. Access on May 03, 2019. 
64UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME. Human Development Indices and Indicators: 2018 

Statistical Update: Brunei Darussalam. Available at: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/all/themes/hdr_theme/country-

notes/BRN.pdf. Access on May 03, 2019. 
65Ibidem. 
66THE ASEAN POST TEAM. Can an ageing ASEAN stay competitive?. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/can-ageing-asean-stay-competitive-0. Access on May 03, 2019. 
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activities such as recycling services and environmental education.67 Also, one important 

cooperation is the Heart of Borneo, that commits efforts of Brunei, Indonesia and Malaysia in 

the nature conservation and sustainable management of resources in the Borneo territory.68 

Despite of that, the country has issues such as air pollution and transboundary haze 

from Indonesian forest fires.69 According to World Bank 2014 data, Brunei is the largest 

ASEAN+3 carbon emitter.70 Briefly, Brunei’s big challenge in environmental and economic 

area is to implement cleaner energy sources and to diversify its income based on the fossil fuel 

industry. Nonetheless, the country needs to put more efforts in the green technology sector and 

have a stronger action in the transition to sustainable energy sources.  

However, it seems like the oil and gas will continue to play a great role in Brunei’s 

economy since the Report of the Ministry of Energy points out the energy sector relevance, that 

participates on more than 60% of the GDP and provides 24,000 jobs.71 Additionally, the Energy 

Department of Brunei revealed that the fast-growing level will lead to an energy demand that 

could only be attended rapidly by fossil fuels.72 Moreover, according to the BP World Energy 

Outlook, the country’s reserves are estimated to end by 2035.73 

In this context, the government is taking some actions to diversify its energy business. 

According to Brunei’s Energy White Paper, it aims to increase renewable energy sources to 

10% in 2035 and intends to implement environmental regulatory policies.74 For revenue 

diversification it plans to mobilize the tourism sector. Therefore, ecotourism could be a green 

alternative, but Brunei weak entertainment options and transportation and competition from 

                                                           
67GOVERNMENT OF BRUNEI DARUSSALAM. Environmental Protection Efforts. Available at: 

https://www.gov.bn/SitePages/Environmental%20Protection%20Efforts.aspx. Access on May 03, 2019. 
68PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS. Roadmap for a green economy in the Heart of Borneo: a scoping 

study. Available at: http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/pwc_report_green_economy_roadmap_1.pdf. Access 

on May 22, 2019. 
69CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. The World Factbook. 2019. Available at: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bx.html. Access on May 03, 2019. 
70THE WORLD BANK. CO2 emissions (metric tons per capita). Available at: 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.CO2E.PC?locations=BN-CN-JP-KR-MM-LA-SG-KH-PH-ID-

TH-MY-VN. Access on May 22, 2019. 
71DARUSSALAM, Energy Department Of Brunei. Energy White Paper. Available at: 

http://www.des.gov.bn/SiteCollectionDocuments/Energy%20White%20Paper%202014(1).pdf. Access on May 

22, 2019. 
72GNANASAGARAN, Angaindrankumar. Brunei’s shift towards renewables. 2018. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/bruneis-shift-towards-renewables. Access on May 22, 2019. 
73KHIDHIR, Sheith. Brunei is looking to diversify. 2018. Available at: https://theaseanpost.com/article/brunei-

looking-diversify. Access on May 22, 2019. 
74ARIFFIN, Eijas. Brunei is diversifying its energy sources in line with Wawasan Brunei 2035. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/brunei-diversifying-its-energy-sources-line-wawasan-brunei-2035. Access on 

May 22, 2019. 
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cheaper neighboring destinies could difficult the goal achieving.75 Another alternative for 

Brunei fossil fuel industry diversification would be Islamic tourism, with possible cooperation 

with other ASEAN Islamic countries such as Malaysia and Indonesia.76 

Furthermore, increase in agriculture sector may also be responsible for a part of the 

revenue, reducing the weight of the oil industry on economy. In accordance with this, to achieve 

its self-sufficiency on rice production Brunei has been cooperating with China, Indonesia, the 

Philippines and Myanmar for research or acquirement of more productive seeds, what could 

also maximize land use resulting in less deforestation for agriculture proposes.77 However, to 

keep track of green growth Brunei needs avoid plantation environmental damages by 

implementing sustainable agriculture techniques and sustainable legislations for land use. 

Despite its challenges, the country has been making efforts toward green growth and 

green economy. Hence, Brunei had the fourth best position in Asian on the 2018 Environmental 

Performance Index (EPI).78 That said, one of its initiatives concerns electric vehicles, expected 

to reach 10% of the country’s cars on the road by 2035. This matches with the regulations to 

reduce carbon emissions notified by the government in march of 2019.79 Furthermore, Brunei 

is cooperating with Japan for the construction of hydrogen plants, a clean energy source that 

can help on its goal of de-carbonization.80 Also, the government has initiatives for reducing 

plastic waste, one of the regions environmental concerns.81 

Additionally, Brunei enjoys stable and fruitful regional relations despite some points 

of tension.82 In this context, Chinese and Bruneian relations could be beneficial for both. China 

wants to assure its geopolitical interests in the South China Sea and Brunei could use China’s 

help to guarantee its food security and to diversify its economy. However, Brunei could seek to 

                                                           
75KHIDHIR, Sheith. Brunei is looking to diversify. Available at: https://theaseanpost.com/article/brunei-

looking-diversify. Access on May 22, 2019. 
76KHIDHIR, Sheith. Could Islamic tourism be Brunei’s answer?. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/could-islamic-tourism-be-bruneis-answer. Access on June 16, 2019. 
77 THOMAS, Jason. Ensuring Brunei has enough rice. Available at: https://theaseanpost.com/article/ensuring-

brunei-has-enough-rice. Access on June 16, 2019. 
78IBRAHIM, Ishan. Brunei turning a darker shade of green. Available at: 

https://borneobulletin.com.bn/brunei-turning-a-darker-shade-of-green/. Access on June 16, 2019. 
79THOMAS, Jason. ASEAN must switch to electric vehicles faster. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/asean-must-switch-electric-vehicles-faster. Access on June 16, 2019. 
80NORJIDI, Danial. Brunei enters new era of green technology. Available at: 

https://borneobulletin.com.bn/brunei-enters-new-era-of-green-technology/. Access on June 16, 2019. 
81NORJIDI, Danial. Another step towards green Brunei. Available at: https://borneobulletin.com.bn/another-

step-towards-green-brunei/. Access on June 16, 2019. 
82CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. The World Factbook. Available at: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bx.html. Access on: May 03, 2019. 
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make stronger regional ties with ASEAN members to balance its relations and not be very 

dependent on China.83 

 

  

                                                           
83 LIM, Cheryl. Brunei leans on China to boost its economy. The ASEAN Post. Available at: 
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 22 

8 PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 

The People’s Republic of China is the third country by total area. It is the second major 

economy in the world with a GDP hitting $14.216 trillion and increasing over 9%.84 The 

country is governed by the Communist Party of China, the state exercises jurisdiction over 22 

provinces, five autonomous regions, four direct-controlled municipalities (Beijing, Tianjin, 

Shanghai, and Chongqing), and the special administrative regions of Hong Kong and Macau.  

China enters the new millennium with “favourable timing, terrain, and unity of 

people”, as the old Chinese saying goes. After two decades of double-digit growth, China’s 

economy continues to be one of the most dynamic in the world. Hosting the 2008 Olympics in 

Beijing granted China extraordinary opportunity for international attention and scrutiny. 

Accession to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) is certain to provide the world’s most 

populous country with unprecedented access to world markets. The promises for growth and 

development, however, rest against a backdrop of persistent environmental degradation.85  

Population pressure continues to trap the country in vicious cycles, challenging the 

world with its most daunting environmental and social problems. Consequently, ever-worst-

ending industrial pollution is affecting human health. In-come disparities, particularly between 

the fast-developing areas along the eastern coast and the underdeveloped western inland 

regions, are widening. Thus, the combination of poverty and unemployment poses a potential 

threat to social stability.86  

In recent years, rapid industrialisation intensified agricultural production and 

urbanisation in the People's Republic of China has brought greater prosperity and higher living 

standards to many, but it has also created high demand for energy and raw materials, increased 

pressure on ecosystems and affected health outcomes. 

Furthermore, China is committed to achieving a green economy. The 11th Five-Year 

Plan (2006-2010) aimed to increase consumption of renewable energy sources. Total 

investment in treating environmental pollution increased 15% annually and environmental 

investment reached 1.33% of GDP by 2009.87 

                                                           
84 World Population Prospects: The 2017 Revision. United Nations Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs, Population Division. 10 September 2017. 
85 CHINA HUMAN DEVELOPMENT REPORT: Making Green Development a Choice. Hong Kong: Oxford 

University Press, 2002. 
86 Ibdem. 
87OECD. Green growth in action: China. Available at: 

<https://www.oecd.org/china/greengrowthinactionchina.htm>. Access on May 25, 2019. 
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In parallel, China also reformed environmental management institutions by granting 

the public open access to environmental information, establishing the National Leadership 

Committee on Climate Change, Energy Saving and Pollution Reduction, giving teeth to energy 

efficiency and pollution reduction targets, encouraging the adoption of measures by local 

governments to pursue environmental excellence, and adopting market mechanisms for 

pollution reduction.88 

In the 12th Five-Year Plan (2011-2015), the seven major targets for 2015 were 

reducing pollutant emissions; improving drinking water sources and quality; controlling 

pollution caused by hazardous chemicals and dangerous wastes; improving urban 

environmental infrastructure operations; reversing ecological deterioration; improving nuclear 

safety; and enhancing environmental regulatory institutions. Moreover, environmental goals 

include reducing carbon emissions per unit of GDP by 17% and energy consumption per unit 

of GDP by 16%, as well as increasing forest coverage to 21.66%.89 

Therefore, the government intends to strengthen prevention and control of 

environmental risks and improve environmental public services. That said, the Plan states that 

“the central government will provide increased financial support, through measures as general 

fiscal transfers and ecological compensation, to improve environmental public services in 

western regions, areas prohibited or restricted for development and other disadvantaged areas. 

Local governments at all levels should guarantee expenditure on environmental public 

services”.90 

To support environmental protection, the Plan calls for environmental tax reform and 

improving the waste disposal fee system. The government will establish a credit rating system 

for enterprises’ environmental behaviours, build a green rating system in banks, and explore 

mechanisms for earmarked funds for national ecological compensation. Nonetheless, 

investment of around RMB 3.4 trillion will be needed for environmental protection.  

ASEAN and China are playing the supporting and complementary role in each other’s 

socio-economic development and in maintaining peace and stability in the region. Many would 

argue that China is a strong competitor of ASEAN with far reaching impact on the latter’s 

strategic outlook and economic prosperity. On the contrary, ASEAN views the fast growth of 

China and its development as a positive phenomenon spurring ASEAN to integrate 

                                                           
88OECD. Green growth in action: China. Available at: 

https://www.oecd.org/china/greengrowthinactionchina.htm. Access on May 25, 2019. 
89Ibdem. 
90Ibdem. 
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economically in a faster pace. ASEAN believes that both sides could tap on the 

complementarities for mutual gains.91 

In conclusion, regarding environmental issues and greening economic growth, China 

has been facing tremendous challenge and much more are due to encounter the country up 

ahead, since the traditional Chinese mean to grow has been damaging its people’s welfare and 

life expectation due to problems such as poor air quality, water pollution, among others.  

 

 

  

                                                           
91 H.E. Ong Keng Yong. ASEAN-China Relations: Harmony and Development. Available at: 

https://asean.org/?static_post=asean-china-relations-harmony-and-development. Access on May 25, 2019.  
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9 REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA  

Indonesia is a very culturally and ethnically diverse territory.92 Further, it is a 

democracy since 2004 and the biggest economy of Southeast Asia,93 expected to grow 5.2% in 

2019. Also, it is the world’s fourth most populous country and94 the largest archipelagic and 

Muslim majority country as well.95 

In the economic relations, ASEAN+3 nations are very present in Indonesia main 

exports and imports partners. The country has many natural assets such as petroleum, fertile 

soils and coal.96 In the regional context, Indonesia still has land and maritime negotiations about 

borders with Malaysia and Singapore. It is also necessary negotiate some Exclusive Economic 

Zone (EEZ) with Vietnam.97 

Indonesia HDI, in 2017, was 0.694. That said, it is relevant to express that Indonesia 

inequality coefficient in the Inequality-adjusted HDI98 is above the region average.99 

Throughout the years, Indonesia managed to reduce the poverty rate to 9.8%, despite of that, 

about 25.9 million inhabitants still live in poverty.100 

Furthermore, Indonesia has several environmental issues and suffers from natural 

disaster such as floods, droughts, tsunamis, wildfires and volcano eruptions.101 In addition, 

climate change could be really damaging for Indonesia with the rise of sea levels and weather 

                                                           
92BBC NEWS. Indonesia country profile. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-

14921238. Access on May 03, 2019. 
93Ibdem. 
94THE WORLD BANK. The World Bank In Indonesia: Overview. Available at: 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/indonesia/overview. Access on May 03, 2019. 
95CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. The World Factbook: East Asia/Southeast Asia: Indonesia. 2019. 

Available at: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/id.html. Access on May 03, 

2019. 
96Ibdem. 
97Ibdem. 
98The IHDI reckons the inequalities in the same aspects of the HDI and discount from this measure according to 

the inequalities. 
99UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME. Human Development Indices and Indicators: 2018 
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notes/IDN.pdf. Access on May 22, 2019. 
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pattern changes.102 In light of that, the natural capital sector is very important for Indonesia, 

which has about half of its exports composed by commodities.103 

Moreover, in 2016, the energy generated from fossil fuels composed 85% of total.104 

Critical environmental problems in Indonesia are deforestation and fire in forest and peatlands 

caused also by clearing of terrain for plantations. However, as a part of the solution, President 

Widodo extended the moratorium on peatland operations105 and signed, in 2018, a document 

that prohibits new palm oil licenses emissions for about three years. 

Much more could be done to end the practice, like the implementation of a further land 

registry and the use of digital mapping technologies.106 Due to its harmful practice, Indonesia 

faced a huge fire in 2015 that endured for months and costed $16 billion to the economy. 

Posteriorly, the haze reached Malaysia and Singapore as well.107  

Besides that, a 2017 research, published in the European Geosciences Union Journal 

Biogeosciences, showed that the widespread deforestation for agriculture has also risen 

temperatures in the related area, what could affect biodiversity, creating a more prone area to 

wildfires and droughts and with a reduced capacity to store carbon.108  

Moreover, Indonesia is one of the region’s biggest plastic polluter. The waste 

management in general is not adequately done in the country and since the territory is composed 

by many islands, great part of this waste ends up in the ocean. Hence, the government intends 

to reduce 70% of the marine waste by 2025.109 
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Lastly, Indonesia participates on environmental agreements such as the Borneo 

Declaration signed in 2017 along with Brunei and Malaysia.110 Furthermore, Indonesia has 

potential to generate wind energy, which could be useful to attend its growing energy demand. 

Indonesia wants 25% of its energy production to be renewable by 2025, which could make the 

country less dependent on fuels imports.111 

However, in response to its environmental issues, Indonesia has been taking some 

greener actions and planning. Recently, Indonesia has received funding from the Green Climate 

Fund, which finances climate change projects and programmes, strengthening the cooperation 

of different sectors.112 

Moreover, when it comes to green economy, Indonesia takes a leading role among 

middle-income countries, incorporating sustainable goals also in its National Medium-Term 

Development Plans. That said, low carbon development is one of the government targets. In 

this aspect, transition to renewable energy sources and tackling forest fires are essential. For 

the actions success is important to find ways to finance the investments, domestically or 

internationally.113 

Additionally, with the region fast urbanization, green cities developments are also 

relevant for achieving a green growth. In this aspect, Indonesia has a good model in the 

Surabaya city, which counts on successful practices such as socially inclusive parks, wastewater 

treatment and recycling initiatives. In light of that, Indonesia shared knowledge about its city 

advancements with Cambodian government.114 On the other side, China shares its successful 

green know-how knowledge practices with Indonesia.115 
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10 REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

The Republic of Korea, more commonly known as South Korea, was one of the "Asian 

Tigers" whose rapid economic and social development in the latter 20th century was critical in 

the global shift towards the Pacific in economics and politics. Moreover, despite its small size, 

the Republic of Korea is considered the most developed region of Asia in terms of Human 

Development (HDI) and with the highest annual median wage, outpacing both smaller and 

larger states in the region. The split between South and North Korea after the 1953 ceasefire of 

the Korean War has played a critical role in the geopolitics of East Asia116.  

Korea has been at the forefront of green growth initiatives. The National Strategy for 

Green Growth (2009-2050) and the Five-Year Plan (2009-2013) of Korea provide a 

comprehensive policy framework for green growth in both the short and long term. In light of 

that, in the long term, the National Strategy for Green Growth aims to: promote eco-friendly 

new growth engines; enhance peoples’ quality of life and contribute to international efforts to 

fight climate change.117 

Over time, the government aims to become a leading exporter in the area of green 

research and technology. In line with this plan, Korea has passed a USD 30.7 billion stimulus 

package aimed to support its green ambitions. This included renewable energy resources, 

energy efficient buildings, expanding of railway systems and improving waste management. 

Projected benefits include increasing employment in green sectors, improved income and 

energy security as well as significantly reducing greenhouse gas emissions.118 

The 2012 report by Statistics Korea shows that the country’s green growth applies 23 

indicators to evaluate the implementation of Korea’s green growth policies since 2000. The 

report shows that environmental and resource productivity, including CO2 emissions, energy 

productivity and domestic material consumption has improved since 2000, but that recent years 

could have expected better performance.119 

Among the indicators from the natural asset base, water resources are insufficient, and 

the area of forest and wooded land has consistently decreased. Despite these decreases, timber 

stock and biological resources have steadily increased. That said, indicators on the 

environmental quality of life, including the share of population connected to sewage treatment 

                                                           
116 INTERNATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION. Republic of Korea Report. Available 

at: http://www.imuna.org/resources/country-profiles/republic-korea. Access on May 25, 2019. 
117 DEVELOPMENT, Organisation For Economic Co-operation And (Org.). Green growth in action: Korea. 

Available at: http://www.oecd.org/korea/greengrowthinactionkorea.htm. Access on May 25, 2019. 
118Ibdem. 
119Ibdem. 



 

 29 

and with access to safe drinking water, urban green space, and population exposure to urban air 

pollution have been improving since 2000.120  

Moreover, besides of not being a permanent member of the ASEAN committee, Korea 

has straight relations with the block as on economics as on social affairs, which gives the Korean 

delegation a huge field to act in the summit. 

 

 

  

                                                           
120Ibdem. 
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11 REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE 

Singapore is a city-state located at the southern tip of the Malay Peninsula, where it 

dominates the Strait of Malacca, which connects the Indian Ocean to the South China Sea.121 

Though physically small, Singapore is an economic giant and it has been Southeast Asia's most 

modern city for over a century.122  

In addition to enhancing its position as a world trade center, it has developed powerful 

financial and industrial sectors. Furthermore, Singapore has the most advanced economy in 

Southeast Asia. Besides, the country has experienced remarkable economic growth and 

diversification since 1960.123 

As a core member and one of the smallest ASEAN nations, Singapore has long been 

recognized for its economic stability and business-friendly environment, making it a strategic 

gateway for medium enterprises and multinational companies who want to establish or 

strengthen their position in the ASEAN region.124 

It is relevant to notice that Singapore faces limited natural resources and land space, 

which can be found more abundantly in other ASEAN nations. However, the country has turned 

this seeming disadvantage into strength: it uses innovative solutions and automation to make 

more from less, earning the reputation of a regional hub for innovation and technological 

development.125  

Nevertheless, it is necessary to highlight that the major environmental issues in 

Singapore include industrial pollution, limited freshwater resources, seasonal smoke and haze 

resulting from forest fires in Indonesia. As a densely populated, low-lying island state, the 

country is extremely vulnerable to sea level rise and coastal erosion. Thus, most of Singapore’s 

business and industrial infrastructure, such as its airport, its business and financial districts and 

its busy container ports, lie less than 2 meters above sea level.126 

According to 2015 data from the International Energy Agency, the city-state 

contributes just 0.11 per cent of global emissions but ranks 26th out of 142 countries in terms 

                                                           
121ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA. Singapore. Available at: 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Singapore#ref52624. Access on Apr. 27, 2019.  
122  SINGAPORE EXPARTS. About Singapore. Available at: https://www.singaporeexpats.com/about-

singapore/about-singapore.htm. Access on Apr. 27, 2019. 
123ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA. Singapore. Available at: 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Singapore#ref52624. Access on Apr. 27, 2019. 
124HAWKSFORD. Why Singapore is the gateway to ASEAN. Available at: 

https://www.hawksford.com/knowledge-hub/2018/singapore-as-a-gateway-to-asean. Access on Apr. 27, 2019. 
125Ibdem. 
126 FACTS AND DETAILS. Singapore. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/southeast-

asia/Singapore/sub5_7a/entry-3795.html. Access on Apr. 27, 2019. 
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of emissions per capita.127 Even so, for Singapore, sustainable development means achieving 

both a more dynamic economy and a better quality living environment, for Singaporeans now 

and in the future.128 For instance, people are given tax breaks if they buy environmentally-

friendly “green” cars such as those with fuel cells.129 

Furthermore, the country is a major investor across the region with a strong record in 

domestic environmental management. Building on its long-time practice of sustainable land-

use planning and development, Singapore wants to move further to develop “smart” and 

sustainable cities. Additionally, the first zero energy building in Southeast Asia retrofitted from 

an existing building is another example.130 

It is worth to point out that Singapore has been ranked top in Asia for developing 

human capital in a new report by the World Economic Forum (WEF). It ranks 11th out of 130 

countries, having developed 73 per cent of its human capital as measured by WEF's Human 

Capital Index. That said, this makes Singapore the highest-placed Asian country.131 

Hence, as ASEAN and Asia seek to develop sustainably, there are opportunities for 

Singapore to provide services and investments for urbanization, as well as the financing that 

will accompany such development. Thusly, Singapore’s location in ASEAN and Asia allows 

the financial sector to service the needs of the region where growth has outperformed global 

norms and considerable economic opportunities abound.132 

 

 

                                                           
127 THE STRAITS TIMES. Most Singaporeans worry about impact of climate change but few think their 

actions matter. Available at: https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/singapore-launches-its-year-

of-climate-action-masagos-urges-people-and. Access on Apr. 27, 2019. 
128 GREEN GROWTH KNOWLEDGE PLATAFORM. A Lively and Livable Singapore: Strategies for 

sustainable growth. Available at: http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/national-documents/lively-and-

liveable-singapore-strategies-sustainable-growth. Access on Apr. 28, 2019. 
129 FACTS AND DETAILS. Singapore. Available at: http://factsanddetails.com/southeast-

asia/Singapore/sub5_7a/entry-3795.html. Access on Apr. 28, 2019. 
130 GREEN GROWTH KNOWWLEDGE PLATAFORM. Sustainable City Singapore. Available at: 

http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/case-studies/sustainable-city-singapore. Access on Apr. 28, 2019. 
131 THE STRAITS TIMES. Singapore's human capital most developed in Asia. Available at: 

https://www.straitstimes.com/business/economy/spores-human-capital-most-developed-in-asia. Access on Apr. 

28, 2019. 
132GREEN GRWOTH KNOWLEDGE PLATAFORM. Collaborative Initiative for Green Finance in 

Singapore: Singapore as a green finance hub for ASEAN and Asia. Available at: 

http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/resource/collaborative-initiative-green-finance-singapore-singapore-

green-finance-hub-asean-and-asia. Access on Apr. 28, 2019. 
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12 REPUBLIC OF THE PHILLIPHINES  

The Republic of the Philippines is a self-governing republic of islands in Southeast 

Asia. The country was part of the Spanish Republic since the 16th century, and in 1898, Spain 

seceded the Philippines to the United States. In 1935, the Philippines gained independence. 

Between the South China and Philippine Sea, these islands are mostly mountainous with 

extensive coastal lowlands.133 

The Global Climate Risk Index of 2016 identifies the Philippines as one of the most 

vulnerable countries to climate change. Recognizing the threats of climate change, the 

Government of the Philippines has undertaken key initiatives and implemented projects to 

pursue the Government’s thrust of promoting climate resilience and inclusive growth.134 

Following the successful completion of a pilot project in 2014, Global Green Growth 

Institute is supporting the scale up and implementation of climate resilience and green growth 

projects under the Climate Resilient Green Growth (CRGG) Planning Project in the provinces 

of Palawan and Oriental Mindoro. Therefore, the Philippines has also established a national 

mechanism to support implementation of climate change adaptation interventions in the 

country.135  

The Philippines was one of the founding member countries when ASEAN was set up 

in Jakarta, while the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), which was implemented in 

December 2015, has a primary purpose to create one of the largest single market economies in 

the world, facilitating the free movement of goods, services, and professionals between the 10 

member states.  As a result, the Philippines relationship and interaction with ASEAN and its 

members is of key importance to the bloc.136  

In conclusion, the Philippine delegation will certainly encounter an enormous 

responsibility since the country has a lack of green development measures and presenting a 

medium human development rating. 

 

                                                           
133ASSOCIATION, International Model United Nations (Org.). Philippines. Available at: 

http://www.imuna.org/resources/country-profiles/philippines. Access on May 25, 2019. 
134INSTITUTE, Global Green Growth (Comp.). Philippines. Available at: https://gggi.org/country/philippines/. 

Access on May 25, 2019. 
135Ibdem. 
136SHEAD, Robert. The Philippines’ Relationship With ASEAN. Available at: 

https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news/2017/03/22/philippines-relationship-asean.html Access on 25 May 2019.  
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13 REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR 

 Myanmar is bordered by Bangladesh, India, Thailand, Laos and China. The country 

is majorly Buddhist, but other religions such as Christianity and Islamism are also present. The 

territory was colonized firstly by the British as part of the Indian empire in the 19th century. In 

1948, the country became independent, but went under an oppressive military rule from 1962 

to 2011.137 

Subsequently, in 2015, relatively free elections were placed in Myanmar and the 

opposition party, led by Aung San Suu Kyi, won the dispute. However, it is noticeable the 

persisting military power on the government, with an almost symbolic president.138 Therefore, 

democracy is fragile in the country, where the government did not accomplish campaign 

commitments and remains silent on human rights abuses.139 

In the economical aspect, the country counts on a young labor. Furthermore, China, 

Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia and Japan are among the main exports and/or imports 

partners of the country, that has agricultural processing, wood and minerals as some of the 

heading industries.140 Moreover, as western countries dissociate Myanmar due to human rights 

abuses, China concedes investment, support and military cooperation, being interested, also, in 

the strategic position of the territory.141 

Additionally, the human rights situation is aggravated by the country internal conflicts. 

In the light of that, the most critical situation refers to the Muslim majority Rohingya 

ethnicity,142 denied of citizenship143 and placed at the Rakhine state, since the United Nations 

already referred to the military actions on this group as a genocide. Furthermore, after 2017 

                                                           
137CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. The World Factbook. Available at: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bm.html. Access on May 25, 2019. 
138Ibdem. 
139ARIFFIN, Eijas. Myanmar’s fading democratic sheen. 2019. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/myanmars-fading-democratic-sheen. Access on May 25, 2019. 
140CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. The World Factbook. Available at: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bm.html. Access on May 25, 2019. 
141VICTOR, Pamela. China firms up ties with Myanmar. 2018. Available at: 

https://theaseanpost.com/article/china-firms-ties-myanmar. Access on May 25, 2019. 
142ARIFFIN, Eijas. Myanmar’s fading democratic sheen. 2019. Available at: 
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events, more than 700,000 Rohingyas fled the state.144 It is important to notice that conflicts 

between the military and ethnic armed groups concern disputes on natural resources.145 

Furthermore, Myanmar still has a high amount of people below the poverty line, about 

25.6% in 2016, and low living standards, especially for the country side population, that suffers 

with land rights issues. Moreover, the country faces corruption and weak infrastructure.146 

Considering this, Myanmar presented a Human Development Index of 0.578 in 2017.147 

In the environmental aspect, Myanmar is very likely to be affected by natural hazards, 

such as floods, droughts, earthquakes and cyclones, being one of the countries that suffers the 

most with climate change.148 Among its environmental problems there are deforestation and 

air, soil and water contamination.149 Further, waste generation, including plastic, has only 

increased in the previous years.  

In the light of that, the country was classified as having one of the world’s worst 

environmental performance in 2014, by the Environmental Performance Index (EPI), having 

weak wastewater treatment and low biodiversity protection.150 That being said, company's 

pollution and waste are facilitated by weak environmental laws.151  

Moreover, Myanmar has a growing energy demand.152 Currently, 39% of its energy 

comes from fossil fuels while the main provider source is hydropower, that accounts for 61% 

of the country energy capacity.153 Hence, the government intends to import and search for 

natural gas investments. However, the gas can bring pollution and hydropower is not reliable 

                                                           
144ARIFFIN, Eijas. Myanmar’s fading democratic sheen. 2019. Available at: 
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in dry seasons.154 Fortunately, Myanmar has capacity to generate solar and wind energy, despite 

of lack of legislation, that generates investments incentives, in this area.155 

Despites that, the country represents low adaptive capacity relating to climate change 

even being possibly one of the most affected territories by it. However, it presented a good 

position concerning the comparisons with other countries in the GGGI’s Green Growth 

Potential Assessment report of Myanmar, in 2017. The comparative positive results were found 

on carbonic gas emissions growth, endangered species and natural resources depletion. 

Although, the country showed worse results in the quality of natural assets, renewable energies, 

resource efficient growth, poverty and good governance.156 

Hence, some of the report recommendations for Myanmar are the use of climate smart 

agriculture practices, the establishment of long-term land use strategies, the stimulation of 

renewable energies implementation and promotion of ecotourism, Furthermore, it also suggests 

more energy efficiency, monitoring and control of contamination in the industrial sector, the 

support of green growth knowledge on education and the development of technical skills for 

the sustainable growth.157 

Having said that, its proposals may contribute to tackle several of Myanmar’s 

environmental problems. For instance, deforestation issues, while providing income increases 

and mitigation of possible climate change losses. Lastly, regional cooperation is welcome to 

help achieving these advancements.158 Additionally, other green solutions for Myanmar is the 

use of rice husk, which consists of a rice production waste, to generate energy.159 
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14 SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM  

The Socialist Republic of Vietnam occupies the eastern and southern part of the 

Indochinese peninsula in Southeast Asia, with the South China Sea along its entire coast. 

Vietnam is a densely populated developing country that has been transitioning since 1986 from 

the rigidities of a centrally planned, highly agrarian economy to a more industrial and market 

based economy, and it has raised incomes substantially.160  

Vietnam has remained committed to ASEAN since it joined in 1995 and the idea of an 

ASEAN Community has increasingly been accepted into Vietnam’s political lexicon. That said, 

joining ASEAN had crucial social, political, economic and security implications for Vietnam. 

The country’s membership created a favorable environment for economic development, which 

raised Vietnam’s global image, leading to increased cooperation with multiple players in the 

region and greater bargaining clout with super powers like the United States and China. 161 

Vietnam is facing an increasing number of environmental pollution challenges 

including air, water, and solid waste. Major factors contributing to these problems include a 

high population growth rate, rapid urbanization, accelerating industrialization, weak 

enforcement of the laws on environmental protection, and a lack of education and cultural 

awareness. In light of this, a lack of clean water is one of the country’s most pressing 

environmental concerns since it is estimated that only about 70 percent of the population has 

access to potable water.162  

Moreover, Vietnam’s Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment (MONRE) 

found that the deterioration in air quality in recent years is severe in many urban areas, 

especially in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City. Further, a 2013 National Environment Report 

showed that air pollution in Hanoi was graded from unhealthy to hazardous for over 265 days 

of the year.163 

Another pressing environmental concern, and a top government priority, is drainage 

and sewage. Due to rapid and ongoing urbanization and industrialization, improved municipal 

and industrial wastewater treatment is a critical need. It is important to notice that Vietnam’s 
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Law on Environmental Protection was enacted in 1994 and updated and strengthened in 2005 

and 2014. Moreover, central-level attention on protecting the environment also includes setting 

environmental sustainability goals in its 2015-2020 long term plan, issued in 2016.164 

Therefore, to address the energy, climate and environmental challenges that the 

country faces, Vietnam adopted a National Green Growth Strategy.  Its three constituent axes 

are to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and energy intensity, improve environmental 

performance of industry, develop green sectors, promote sustainable lifestyles and consumption 

patterns in a context of increasing urbanism. They also cover climate change adaptation and the 

exploitation of limited natural resources.165 

In face of increasing pressure on natural resources, Vietnam has demonstrated great 

commitment to sustainable growth and development. Thus far, five ministries and almost 30 

localities in Vietnam have implemented green growth strategies. The steps taken include 

resource mobilization, institutional and policy improvement, capacity enhancement, and 

technology improvement.166 Besides, The World Bank is supporting the country’s progress 

through investments that steer the energy sector towards lower carbon options.  

It is important to expose that Vietnam exceeded its 2017 GDP growth target of 6.7% 

with growth of 6.8%, primarily due to unexpected increases in domestic demand, and strong 

manufacturing exports. To continue its trajectory of strong economic growth, the government 

acknowledges the need to reform state-owned-enterprises, increase business sector 

transparency, reduce the level of non-performing loans in the banking sector, and increase 

financial sector transparency.167 

Thusly, as Vietnam continues to be transformed to a more market-based economy, the 

urgent challenge is to ensure that the relatively equitable growth that has taken place to date is 

sustained. Inequality is already increasing, with growth and poverty reduction rates in remote 

areas markedly lower than those in and around the growth poles of Ho Chi Minh City and 

Hanoi. In light of that, this may have significant long-term consequences for Vietnam’s future 

ability to respond collectively to its vulnerabilities.168  
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15 CONCLUSION 

In short, the goal of the study guide in conjunction with this annex guide is to give 

more complete perspective of the complex challenges faced in implementing, developing and 

increasing Green Growth and Human Development in the Southeast Pacific Asian region. 

That said, it is essential to emphasize that each delegation has its role of importance. 

In addition, each country faces unique environmental and humanitarian issues, showing 

different manners and resilience to face it. 
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