
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   “Nothing is softer than water or more flexible than water, yet nothing can resist it.” 

 (Lao Tzu) 
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PRESENTATION LETTERS 

 

Dear Delegates, 

 

It is with great pleasure that we present to you the study guide of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO) for the 2017 SOI, in which we developed the energy and 

water crisis present throughout the Asian continent. We hope this guide will be able to assist 

you in your preparation, serving as a starter point for your research. Before you start what, 

we hope will be a very pleasant reading, we would love for you to get to know our directory 

better: 

  

Ana Carolina Bezerra Fernandes Revoredo, also known as Carolzinha, I mean 

ONLY known as Carolzinha is the cutest person/tutor you'll ever meet. She's the only person 

that can pull off being extremely kind to everyone, always giving 100% of her to the people 

around her and still be able to have a brilliant academic life and get into the most kick-ass 

internships. For instance, an internship in the UNITED freakin' NATIONS!!! Yep, 

absolutely right, she's so amazing it's hard to believe, it's like she came from a fairy tales 

book. Perhaps she's the result of the combination on Agnes(despicable me) and Mulan. 

You'll find that she is a real life princess, she rules the simulation's world. A magical 

princess, that can turn the saddest day into a happy one, only by sending What's app audios, 

those have the power to calm you, to make you feel loved, and to get meaning into your life. 

Like I said, hard to believe, but absolutely true. Simulating at SOI, working at SOI is always 

a great experience, there's nothing better in the world, only if you're doing those things 

having Carolzinha by your side. The cutest, sweetest, most responsible, respected, adored 

human being! 

 

Breno Fabrício da Silva Santos, also known as BRE, Breníssimo and Brenin, is an 

assistant director for this year’s English committee at SOI. Born and raised in Aracaju, he 

came up to Natal in order to begin his studies at UFRN, in which he is an academic of law. 

BRE is an outstanding guy, with a lot of knowledge in multiple areas, such as aviation, cars, 

sports, living in Nevada, beard maintenance, beer-making (and drinking. Lots), stock 

markets and money management as well – one of his wishes is getting away with your tax 

evasion issues in the future, so watch out. Speaking of cars, those are an ultimate obsession 

and passion of his, except when huge birds once came up to the BreMobile and left 

unpleasant surprises for him, making Brenin extremely pissed off. We mean almost twenty 



curse words in a 15-second audio file pissed-off. Every morning, when leaving to class, he 

says goodbye to his car as if it was his only son going to war, without knowing if his baby 

boy would come back home alive, with an enormous sense of pride and respect for that 

noble act of letting go. Meanwhile, he’s the undefeated champion of the “Best heterosexual 

male awards”, for almost three years in a row, being a respectful friend and loyal boyfriend 

(yes, girls, heart’s taken). So, do not hesitate to look for him when in trouble, because he is 

an amazing fella and an all-time ATM machine, solving several financial crises for other 

committees’ directors. The best way to pay back? Buy him beer. IPA, please.  

 

Daniel César Neves e Silva, better known as Daniel Pirifitness Neves, or simply 

Dani, is the crossfit addicted of this committee. Methodical and analytical, Dani is totally 

and a 100% Virgo, organizing his bedroom and bathroom meticulously, all the time and at 

any time possible. Dani’s favorite song is “Uma Vez Piranha”, from Mulher Pepita and he 

has about five loyalty cards of different motels in Natal, real and official. If you meet him in 

a corridor at Sector 1, he will most likely compliment you with a “Hi, how are you?” Do you 

have a place?”, don’t ask me why. And last but not least, Dani is a very dedicated guy, hard 

working and, of course, really and totally compromised with SCO and SOI. And it could not 

be different, being as Virgo as he is.  

 

Gabriel Emidio Guerra Cabral, the youngest in the committee, the youngest of his 

class is this incredible young man, really sweet, gorgeous, stylish and super dooper smart. 

He has this diamond heart, that sometimes gets hidden by just a tiny bit of shyness. But don't 

get into the perfect illusion that he is not the kind of person that won’t be dancing in circles 

all night, drinking just enough to give the famous PT. Gabrs is a really fun person to be 

around, there's a million reasons which makes him this amazing, sweet person and the most 

loyal of friends. As it has been made clear, he's a Lady Gaga fan, lets's start there. Then, 

there's the fact that he couldn't hurt a fly, he's always extremely nice to everyone and will 

always make you feel amazing and beautiful from the inside out.  His only flaw is that he 

can get a little lost sometimes and he can't keep up with groups on What's App, really, he's 

completely incapable of it. It's really easy to find Gabrs wandering UFRN all alone, just 

because he missed the 100.000 messages on the classroom’s group saying that the teacher 

had cancelled. But other than that, Gabrs is absolutely FLAWLESS. 

 

Joyce de Matos Dantas, or can we just say Joy, because she is the joy in person. 

You have no idea how funny she gets just by drinking a little bit of alcohol. Responsible, 



pretty, SINGLE, just a natural woman. She is shy at the beginning, however, when you 

actually get to know her she is the best partner in everything, for example at the SOI guide, 

parties, and  life. She will sometimes remind you of a famous Disney character. Are you 

familiar with Dory from Finding Nemo? Exactly, that sweet little fish that can be just a bit 

forgetful. Like Dory, our dearest Joy has the ability to get often lost in what the others are 

saying. But don’t be mistaken, she might forget details here and there, but she’ll never turn 

you down and she’ll never miss out on a commitment. Joy is crazy for coffee, wearing black, 

studying hard and having a good time with her friends. Beware when talking to her about 

movies and TV, she just knows a little too much of the art and could give a future romantic 

interest a hard time if his goal is impressing her using this side of Joyce's personality. She's 

also very outgoing when you get to know her, loves taking pictures (shout out to the 

International Press Committee - CII) and shows what she came for all the time: hard work 

and funny times! 

 

Luana Fontes Silva da Cunha Lima, a.k.a God (and you will know why), is the 

most kindhearted person in the entire Planet Earth. Once, this wonderful lady accidentally 

crashed into a trash can and said "SORRY!" to it. No, I'm not kidding. Luana apologized to a 

trash can. We're sure that now you know why people call her God. Moving on, Luana lives 

at God's house, which is called by us as The Temple, and she throws the BEST parties you 

will ever attend in your life (did I hear Rooftop Party? YES!). Also, God (get used to it, it's 

automatic) is a brilliant actress, and she always dresses up accordingly to every party she 

goes to. At the SOI private party this year, she was Darla Sherman, that nerd girl from 

Finding Nemo! Ask any director to see her picture! With that being said, you can imagine 

how stunning she will be at our simulation, huh?! Guys, to finish, Luana is indescribable. 

She will always be there for you, and do whatever it takes to help. What a woman!  

 

Luana Fontes Silva da Cunha Lima1. How can we describe this incredible and 

unique person? First of all she is the next Brazilian top model, and perhaps the next 

Broadway actress. The next Gisele Bündchen or Anne Hathaway? Or an even bigger star? 

She is known as “GOD”. Yeah God is not dead, she is totally alive. She lives in a sacred 

temple, where happens most of SOI's parties. She is beloved by all SOI, and she is the most 

lovely person at SOI, because she puts her heart into everything she does (literally and 

metaphorically speaking). Some of her qualities are: dedication, responsibility and cuteness. 

 

1 Due to a little misunderstanding when we were sorting out who was going to write the presentation letter to 

who, two people got Luana in the raffle. That’s why she got presented twice. 



She is the kind of person that brings light and happiness where she goes, her smile is 

contagious. She is the best person to deal with children and she is the owner of the most 

creative costumes. Who doesn't love Luana yet? It's just because they still don’t know her.  

 

 Luiza Fernandes de Abrantes Barbosa is also called lhu by the most intimate. The 

first time I met Luiza, my mind immediately went in this direction: a shy, retried girl, always 

in the corner. The kind who doesn’t talk much, you know? Well, the proportions of the 

desconstruction of this image I had of her could only be compared as that one that happened 

by the end of World War II: The Berlin Wall. Ok, she might be a little cautious, but her acts 

certainly speak louder than her voice. Luiza wrote this guide during CARNIVAL – yeah, 

you read it correctly, carnival. While me, you and all other members of this committee were 

in an alcoholic coma, partying, or sleeping or whatever, she was dedicating her time, her 

soul and heart to this. As if that were not enough, lhulhu is an active member of another SOI 

committee, UNEMUN, which organizes a simulation for public schools, and is also part of 

the Motyrum project. Besides all that, she still manages to remain one of the most applied 

students of the course, with impressive NINE AND A HALF in the first test of He-Who-

Must-Not-Be-Named. How does she so it? God only knows. God, one of the great passions 

of lhu, our beloved is a proud Catholic and practitioner, always spreading love to our 

neighbor. Love that, that lhu knows well, after all, is already going to do 4 years of dating 

with her boyfriend, the two together form the sweetest couple, a sweetheart. Do we see a 

marriage coming up? We hope so. Anyway, lhu is a completely determined and hard-

working colleague with whom I have had the pleasure of working together on this wonderful 

committee. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 The copious rivers that drift through Central Asia’s mountainous topography of peaks 

and valleys, steppe and desert have shaped its socio-political and economic landscape for 

centuries2. As different rulers have sought to demarcate political borders and establish varied 

systems of governance, water continues to link the diverse populations that now inhabit the 

newly independent Central Asian states of the former Soviet Union – Kyrgyzstan, 

Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.3  

 Water management in Central Asia has long been a litigious matter. It is a region where 

major rivers cross international borders – water and energy production are thoughtfully 

associated. By 20124, a clash over water reserves threatened to insurrect military conflict 

amongst the former Soviet Republics, due to the plans by Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to dam 

rivers for hydropower projects. Uzbekistan, Central Asia’s most populous country, depends 

on the rivers that rise in their bordering countries to irrigate hinterlands and it has long been 

hostile to plans to rekindle Soviet-era projects to build dams upstream. 

 Such matter comes to worrisome concern as those rivers are all shared borders in the 

volatile Ferghana Valley, a place where the populations who surround the area are ethnically 

diverse and it is also likely to be the site of any encounter between the States. A disturbed 

Ferghana would likely commence a vicious cycle in each State, and none of them should 

have the capacity to handle with the fallout of a popular revolution. For example, 

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan are unsteady states in different ways, although they 

all have poverty and political instability in common. There is a crescent apprehension in 

which people possibly might be seeking radical unraveling of the status quo.  

 The Ferghana Valley's issues are replicated all over Central Asia, a landlocked region of 

more than 60 million people where conditions for farming are far less favorable, but tens of 

millions still live off land. Their problems are exacerbated by desertification, old and 

decrepit infrastructure and poor water management.5 

 Previous water-sharing agreements established during the Soviet era in order to settle the 

usage of coincident rivers are no longer working. Recently, Kyrgyzstan has been  

 

2 
 WEINTHAL, Erika. Water Conflict and Cooperation in Central Asia. Available at: < 

http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/water-conflict-and-cooperation-central-asia> . Access in: Feb 28, 2017.  
3 

 TRILLING, David. Water Wars in Central Asia. Available at: < 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/gallerys/2016-08-24/water-wars-central-asia >. Access in: Feb 28, 2017.  
4 

 MAKUCH, Ben. Is Central Asia on the Verge of a Water War? Available at: < 

https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/is-central-asia-on-the-verge-of-a-water-war >. Access in: Feb 28, 2017. 
5 

 QOBIL, Rustan. Will Central Asia Fight Over Water? Available at: 

<http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-37755985>. Access in: Dec 19, 2016 



withholding water in extensive upstream reservoirs releasing it according to electricity 

generation needs – during winter, mostly – and not the interests of now-foreign farmers next 

door. Other factors such as poverty and corruption complicate those relations. For instance, 

enormous amounts of water are wasted through crumbling infrastructure and outdated 

irrigation methods. In fact, water is not scarce, but badly managed.6 

 As a matter of fact, the current situation in Central Asia comes to a critic impasse, given 

that Soviet arrangements must be replaced to new, fair and eco-friendly policies as soon as 

possible. For example, unlucky choices made by the former government to the area had a 

terrible outcome: the Aral Sea is quickly drying out, because of a Soviet decision to focus on 

the monoculture of cotton in Uzbekistan, rather than fostering the fishing industry7. It should 

be kept in mind that fishing was the reason for migration of thousands of Soviets when in its 

prime. 

 Bringing the conflict to economic issues, Uzbekistan needs water for agricultural 

irrigation as the cotton sector is the foundation of the Uzbek economy, but also, Kyrgyzstan 

and Tajikistan want new hydropower plants to produce electricity, not only for domestic 

consumption, but still possibly for export.  

 Living standards are poverty-stricken. Water provision is inadequate, winters are intense, 

gas and coal are costly and in recent times, the supply of electricity has been failing across 

these three countries above mentioned. Energy shortages are the new normal in both 

agricultural and metropolitan areas. 

 The clashes over water are vexed by bad blood.  

 

 

 

1. HISTORY  

 The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) can trace its origins to the Sino-Soviet 

conflict during the late 1960s, which brought the region to a heavy border militarization 

between China and the USSR8. With the ending of the Cold War, the rapprochement 

 

6 
 DOMÍNGUEZ, Gabriel. Central Asia’s Intensifying Water Dispute. Available at: 

<http://www.dw.com/en/central-asias-intensifying-water-dispute/a-17917965> Access in: Mar. 26, 2017  
7 

  QOBIL, Rustan. Waiting for the sea. Available at: <http://www.bbc.com/news/resources/idt-a0c4856e-

1019-4937-96fd-8714d70a48f7 > Access in: Mar. 26, 2017. 
 

8 
 JIA, Qingquo. The Success of the Shanghai Five: Interests, Norms and Pragmatism. Available at: 

<http://www.comw.org/cmp/fulltext/0110jia.htm>. Access in: Mar. 26, 2017 

http://www.comw.org/cmp/fulltext/0110jia.htm


between Moscow and Beijing amid the later years of the Soviet Union and continuing after 

Russian independence in which resolving border demarcation issues played a prominent 

role. 

 Founded throughout the years of 1996 and 1997, when the leaders of Russia, China, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan met in Shanghai, China, the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization started out as “the Shanghai Five”: their initial goal was the signing of 

agreements on improving military relations in 1996 and further reduction of military forces 

alongside their borders in 1997.9 

 Subsequently, the Shanghai Five have met annually to strengthen multilateral relations, 

with the capacity of their discussions eventually broadening to political, security, diplomatic 

and economic issues. 

 SCO’s founding arrangement was a peculiar settling happening inside the international 

community, due to its structure prioritizing regional alliances, disregarding what the political 

scenario had predicted for a post-Cold War world: a liberal, US-ruled new economic order. 

However, Central Asian leaders, who saw more cultural differences than similarities to the 

American way of making trade and leading armed forces, rejected such chain of thought. 

Thus, the international society changed its perception regarding the importance of regional 

diplomacy as a goal to solve conflicts and attested the urging need for a multipolar world. 

 Later, by 2000, the Uzbek president Istam Karimov attended a summit as a guest, as 

Uzbekistan joined the organization the following year. Additionally, in June 2001, the six 

presidents met once again and constituted a formal international organization. Moving 

forward with the SCO’s bureaucratization, they gathered in Saint Petersburg in 2002 to write 

the organization’s Charter.  The six members were lately joined by observers in 2004 and 

2005: Mongolia, India, Iran and Pakistan. As of early 2017, Iran was kept as an observer, 

 

9 
 DEPEYROT, Georges. The Shanghai Cooperation Organization: An Historical Perspective. Available 

at: <http://www.e-ir.info/2015/09/17/the-shanghai-cooperation-organization-an-historical-perspective/>. 

Access in: Feb. 28, /2017 
 

 



alongside Afghanistan and Mongolia – the first aforementioned being actively promoted to 

full-membership by Russia.10 

 One of the guiding principles written on the SCO’s Charter is the creation and promotion 

of the ‘Shanghai Spirit’: “a consolidating component to build cooperation in Asia, acting as a 

source of unity and spiritual power, through a common concept of security, a civilization 

formula to be followed by its members, a concept of development and a system of values.”11 

Such driving concept was stated by former Secretary-General Zhang Peguang, a former 

Chinese ambassador to Russia – and SCO’s first Secretary-General. 

 The Shanghai Spirit philosophy comes as answer to international speculation regarding 

the supposed North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) like competence it could inspire 

to others, and it consists of six components: Mutual trust, mutual benefit, equality, 

consultation, respect for multi civilizations, to strive for common development.  

 As laid out in its Charter, the organization functions as a forum to corroborate confidence 

and neighborly relations amongst member countries, and to promote cooperation in politics, 

trade, economy, culture, education, energy and transportation. Whereas some experts say the 

organization has emerged as an anti-U.S. bulwark in Central Asia, others believe frictions 

among its members effectively preclude a strong, unified SCO. 

 In any case, due to its relatively new power, the SCO may play a very important role in 

creating more harmonious relations in Asia, especially as one way of decreasing the risks of 

war among Asian nations and Western ones, or to solve minor military incidents between 

Asian nations as well. 

 Besides the principles safeguarded by the ‘Shanghai Spirit’, which establish a set of 

regional norms capable of moving beyond power differentials in midst of the organization’s 

members and towards a consensus-based approach to resolve regional politics. Hence, the 

 

10 
 AMBROSIO, Thomas. Catching the ‘Shanghai Spirit’: How the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

Promotes Authoritarian Norms in Central Asia. Available  at: 

<https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Thomas_Ambrosio/publication/238397924_Catching_the_'Shanghai_Sp

irit'_How_the_Shanghai_Cooperation_Organization_Promotes_Authoritarian_Norms_in_Central_Asia/links/0c

96052efc52d97ebc000000.pdf>. Access in: Feb. 28, 2017 
11 

 DEPEYROT, Georges. The Shanghai Cooperation Organization: An Historical Perspective. Available 

at: <http://www.e-ir.info/2015/09/17/the-shanghai-cooperation-organization-an-historical-perspective/>.  

Access in: Feb. 28, 2017 
 

 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Thomas_Ambrosio/publication/238397924_Catching_the_'Shanghai_Spirit'_How_the_Shanghai_Cooperation_Organization_Promotes_Authoritarian_Norms_in_Central_Asia/links/0c96052efc52d97ebc000000.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Thomas_Ambrosio/publication/238397924_Catching_the_'Shanghai_Spirit'_How_the_Shanghai_Cooperation_Organization_Promotes_Authoritarian_Norms_in_Central_Asia/links/0c96052efc52d97ebc000000.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Thomas_Ambrosio/publication/238397924_Catching_the_'Shanghai_Spirit'_How_the_Shanghai_Cooperation_Organization_Promotes_Authoritarian_Norms_in_Central_Asia/links/0c96052efc52d97ebc000000.pdf


members of the SCO have been using the organization to build regional cooperation in all 

areas of international relations, issue declarations on a variety of subjects and sign 

multilateral agreements, such as the Treaty on Deepening Military Trust on Border Regions 

and the Treaty on Reduction of Military Forces in Border Regions.  

 

2. COMPETENCE 

 

 The Shanghai Cooperation Organization, being a subject of international law, has  

international legal capacity. In order to achieve its goals and objectives, it shall have such 

legal capacity in the territory of each member State, and shall enjoy the rights of a legal 

person, including the rights to celebrate treaties, to acquire movable and immovable property 

and dispose of it, to appear in court as a litigant, and to open accounts and have monetary 

transactions made.12  

 In doing so, what would be the SCO goals? Around which principles does the 

organization function and directs its actions? In which areas does the SCO intend to apply its 

competence? Those are all substantial questions that must be answered in order to better 

comprehend the influence of such organization. All these precious guidelines can be found 

in the organization’s core Charter, a document signed in the 2002 Summit in St. Petersburg.  

 We shall find among its goals the encouragement of efficient regional cooperation, which 

may happen in the spheres of security, trade and economy, environment protection, energy, 

science and technology, culture, transport, education and politics.13 While searching for 

economic development, the SCO respects sustainability and directs itself towards social 

growth and environment care. The charter’s first article clarifies it: 

The main goals and tasks of SCO are […] to facilitate comprehensive and balanced 

economic growth, social and cultural development in the region through joint action on 

the basis of equal partnership for the purpose of a steady increase of living standards 

and improvement of living conditions of the peoples of the member State. (CHARTER, 

2002, p. 2) 
 

 Nonetheless, security and economic cooperation are prioritized areas in the organization. 

On security, the SCO was among the first international organizations to advocate explicitly 

 

12 
 THE SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION. Charter of The Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization. Available at: <http://eng.sectsco.org/documents/ >. Access in: Apr. 19, 2017. 
13 

THE SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION. Charter of The Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization. Available at: <http://eng.sectsco.org/documents/ >.Access in: Apr. 19, 2017 
 



the fight against the three evils: terrorism, separatism and extremism.14 That being said, it is 

important to highlight other very important area of cooperation, as in its Charter, the SCO 

offers “the support for, and promotion of regional economic cooperation, fostering favorable 

environment for trade and investments”.15 

 Hence, the SCO members, by participating and being signatories to the charter, are 

bonded to achieve free flow of goods, capitals, services, technologies and development of 

energy systems. But as it has been mentioned before, the member States are also committed 

to consider human rights and ecological issues. Consequently, the implementation of 

particular joint environmental programs and projects is a relevant part of the organization. 

Those programs are meant to involve significant environmental management and the 

alarming matter of the water resources administration in the region, which is found to be 

chaotic. 

 Enhancing the democratic goals foreseen in the Charter, the SCO decision-making 

procedure is based on agreement, which will be accepted if no Member State raises 

objections during the vote. But, if the decision in question is the suspension of membership 

or expulsion from the organization, it goes from consensus to “consensus minus one vote” 

(from the member State concerned). The decisions taken by the SCO bodies shall be 

implemented by the member States in accordance with the procedures set out in their 

national legislation. 

 Regarding the organization’s external relations, the SCO aims to interact and dialogue 

with other states and International Organizations. It is even affirmed in the own 

organization’s Charter the connection with the United Nation Charter’s goals and principles, 

taking into consideration the universal recognition of its norms of international law. Besides, 

when possible demands appear in other international fora, SCO’s members are encouraged 

by the Charter to look for common positioning. 

 

3. STRUCTURE 

 

 Having understood the ideological basis of the organization, it is important to address its 

institutional set-up as well. Since the organization is characterized as multidisciplinary, and 

 

14 
 MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization. Available at: <http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/topics/sco/t57970.htm>.  Access in: Feb. 2, 2017. 
15 

 THE SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION. Charter of The Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization. Available at: <http://eng.sectsco.org/documents/ >.Access in: Apr. 19, 2017 
 



in order to attend to all its principles, its goals and tasks, the SCO is composed by 7 different 

organs16: The Council of Heads of State, The Council of Heads of Government (Prime 

Ministers), The Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, The Council of National 

Coordinators, The Regional Counter-terrorism Structure and The Secretariat. The following 

image demonstrates the organization’s dynamic. 

 

Picture 1: The Structure of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. Available at: 

<http://www.greenenergyinvestors.com/index.php?showtopic=19069&page=2 >. Access: March, 2017. 
 

 The Council of Heads of State, the organ that we will be modeling, is the highest SCO 

organ, for it is the one that shall decide to establish other bodies. Furthermore, it has the 

competence to identify priority areas and by doing so, to institute the basic directions of the 

organization’s activities; to determine matters concerning internal set-up and operation, as 

well as matters concerning other countries and international organizations; to decide on 

pressing  international issues. Incidentally, the committee meetings are held once a year, the 

rotating presidency of the organization being assumed by the respective hosts. 

 The participants that structure the organization are: the permanent members, the observer 

members, the dialogue partners and the guest participants. The first ones are, as of today: 

The Republic of India, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan, People’s Republic of China, Russian Federation, Republic of Tajikistan and 

Republic of Uzbekistan.  

 The above-mentioned Charter has a specific article on membership (article 13), which 

 

16 
 To know more about the competences of each SCO body, access The Organization’s charter 

 



opens for the entrance in the SCO of other States in the region, if the nation is willing to 

respect its objectives and principles, complying with the provisions of other international 

treaties and instruments adopted in the framework of the organization.  

 With this in mind, the permanent members are the ones with the most liberty inside the 

SCO, whereas for the observer members, delimitations are established, such as not being 

able to cast a vote. A country can be granted the status of observer, through The Council of 

Heads of State. Bearing in mind that this possibility is only open to those countries that share 

the principles determined in the Charter, as it happened to the Republic of Afghanistan, The 

Republic of Belarus, The Islamic Republic of Iran and to Mongolia. 

 Therefore, as it is established on the Regulation on the Status of Observers17, the 

acceptance to the SCO is based on the evaluation on the nation’s respect for sovereignty, 

territorial integrity and equality of member states; and the recognition of the fundamental 

purposes, principles and actions of the Organization. A similar concept is applied to the 

dialogue partners, which are composed by Republic of Armenia, Republic of Azerbaijan, 

Kingdom of Cambodia, Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka and Republic of Turkey. 

 Even though the organization has different levels of participation for its members, the 

SCO is always supporting engagement of observer countries and dialogue partners in the 

activities by absorbing their huge potential, resources and markets18. Besides, to complement 

its members, guest participants are also invited to the SCO. The participants for 2017 

Summit are The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), The Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS) and Turkmenistan.  

 In this year of 2017, two new members are joining in, both sharing a conflictive past and 

some unresolved issues that some consider might affect the organization as a whole. There 

are talks of overburdening the organization, making it harder to advance on regional issues; 

and talks of the nuclear issue, the fear that the new members would turn away from the fact 

that central Asia is a nuclear-weapons-free zone (NWFZ). 

 Taking into account the regional aspect of the SCO, the other members have expressed 

their apprehension in face of a possible change in the balance of power. The concern comes 

from the fear that the extension might bring as a result, the alteration on the geopolitical 

 

17 
 THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION. Regulation on the Status of 
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agenda by overshadowing the importance of Central Asia. However, this is only one facet of 

the situation. There are also very positive aspects to the addition: it may represent a chance 

to increase the bloc’s political and economic potential and boost its influence and appeal in 

the international arena19. 

 

4. THE RIVERS 

 A pressing issue that must be enlightened when studying about water management in 

Central Asia is the way those States are making use of their rivers and water resources, also 

analyzing their historical importance, geographical aspects, and how the SCO could come up 

with a rich discussion about the conflict – bearing in mind how multifaceted and closely 

connected those matters are. 

4.1 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

 The Aral Sea is situated in Central Asia, between the Southern part of Kazakhstan and 

Northern Uzbekistan. Up until the 1960’s it was the fourth-largest inland body of water, as 

well as the world’s fourth largest saline lake, and contained 10 grams of salt per liter. The 

two rivers that feed it are the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya, respectively reaching the Sea 

through the South and the North; Amu Darya rises in the northern flank of the Pamir 

mountain range, while Syr Darya rises in the Tien Shan Mountains about 500 km to the 

north. They run approximately 2,500 km through the mountainous upstream countries of 

Afghanistan, Tajikistan and the Kyrgyzstan then flow through the plains of the downstream 

countries of Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan. The Amu Darya, to the south, is the 

largest river with a flow of approximately 70-80 km3 per year, while the Syr Darya, to the 

north, is about half this size. Both rivers end at the Aral Sea, in deltas located in 

northwestern Uzbekistan (Amu Darya) and in southwestern Kazakhstan (Syr Darya). 

4.2 IRRIGATION  

 The pair of rivers and the Aral Sea have been vital to life in Central Asia since its earliest 

human occupation. Their waters supported the development of economically and culturally 
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rich civilizations in and around the oases and gave rise to a highly diversified flora and 

fauna. Irrigated agriculture has been practiced in the region for thousands of years, and 

population is concentrated in the irrigated areas where densities average 45 inhabitants/km2 

and rise to over 400 inhabitants/km2 in the Khorezm region of Uzbekistan. 

 Over 90% of the waters of the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya are used for irrigation. The 

consumers of water are, in declining order of importance: Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, 

Tajikistan, Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz Republic. The Aral Sea, which used to receive some 

60 km3/year of water up to the 1960s, now only receives between 5 and 10 km3/year of 

water, with recorded variations of 0 to 20 km3/year.20 

4.3 SOVIET UNION’S BREAKUP EFFECTS  

 Soviet Union’s breakup caused some major effects on new Central Asian States, which 

faced a deep socio-economic transition and suffered with the shift from a centrally-planned 

economy to a market economy. This transition, along with the massive expansion of 

irrigation are the roots of four basic problems in water and environmental management of the 

Aral Sea basin: (1) environmental degradation, with the increase in land and water 

salinization; (2) the gradual drying up of the Aral Sea, with huge adverse socio-economic 

and environmental effects; (3) water management in the basin, with its in-built potential 

threat to peace in the region; (4) instruments for interstate cooperation, with the commitment 

of sovereign states. 

 The breakup of the Soviet Union and the transition from a centrally-planned to a market 

economy created a number of water management and institutional problems. At 

independence, cooperation between the newly created States, each with different positions 

and interests regarding water, had to be developed overnight. The States were faced with 

legacies of the Soviet system, such as the neglect of environment and sustainability in favor 

of short-term economic gains as well as an emphasis on quantity over quality. The inherited 

management as well as pricing and incentives systems were not conducive to the rational use 
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of water resources. Budgetary problems during the transition led to a massive stockpile in 

maintenance and modernization of infrastructure. 

 The expansion of irrigated agriculture for cotton and rice production began under Czarist 

Russia in the late 19th century. By the end of this period, about 2.5 million hectares were 

under irrigation and the expansion accelerated in the 1920s after the Russian Revolution; by 

1950, the irrigated area had almost doubled to 4.7 million hectares. When the large-scale 

irrigation projects began in the 1950s, vast tracts of the Central Asian desert were reclaimed, 

watered from the two river systems, and planted mainly with cotton. With Central Asia as its 

“cotton belt”, the Soviet Union became independent of cotton imports, and from 1950 to 

1990, the irrigated area almost doubled again as 3.2 million hectares of new land came under 

cultivation, bringing the total irrigated area to 7.9 million hectares, and this increase only 

came to a freeze in recent years. 

 The expansion of irrigation yielded major benefits, but with large economic and 

environmental costs. It increased and stabilized food production in the region and created 

employment and incomes for some 8 million people settled in the newly developed areas. 

The water control, irrigation, drainage and other infrastructure, although now degraded, still 

constitutes one of the major economic assets of the region. Nevertheless, central planning 

promoted inefficient use and pollution of water and degradation of land resources, by 

underpricing natural resources and allocating them to users by administrative means, which 

led to increased land and water salinization threatening the sustainability of life and 

production in the basin along with the gradual drying up of the Aral Sea. 

 

4.4 ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS AND CONFLICTS OF 

INTERESTS  

 Among the environmental problems of the basin, the increasing salinization of irrigated 

land and water is the most serious; the process of salinization is as old as the land itself in 

Central Asia. However, the expansion of irrigation increased the magnitude of the problem 

to a level that threatens life in the basin, and traditional control approaches can no longer 

manage it. 

 The decline of the Aral Sea started in 1960 as increasing amounts of water were diverted 

to irrigation and whilst, less water, but more saline, entered the Sea, and by of the mid-



1980s, only small amounts of water were flowing into the Aral Sea. In 1990, the Aral Sea 

split into a small northern sea and a large southern sea as the waters shrunk. Meanwhile, the 

salinity of the northern sea is gradually decreasing as inflows from the Syr Darya dilute the 

water. Today, the whole of the former Aral Sea has shrunk by approximately 70% in volume 

and 50% in area, as the water level in the southern body continues to drop and the salinity to 

increase (Picture 2). In 1997, the southern Aral Sea was almost biologically dead with 

salinity levels at around 40 g/l (for comparison, seawater is 35 g/l). 

 

Picture 2: The decline of the Aral Sea. Available at: 

<http://www.columbia.edu/~tmt2120/introduction.htm>. Access: 18 March 2017. 

 When dealing with the management of water, the conflicts boost up. This happens 

because water shares between independent national states in arid areas are a potential source 

of conflict. Therefore, transparent and accepted dispute settlement mechanisms are 

indispensable for eventual conflict resolution. Water quantity needs to be agreed between 

national users such as hydropower, communes, agriculture, industry and recreation on the 

one hand, and the regional environmental users such as the rivers, the wetlands, and the Aral 

Sea on the other hand. Seasonal water quantities are also a major problem, because the 

upstream States would like to use water resources for their own winter power generation 

needs, which is in conflict with the downstream States' summer irrigation needs. Any 

uncertainty over water quantity increases the risk to investments in the water sector and 

undermines national initiatives to improve water management. For this reason, supply and 

allocation of water has to be established on a reliable long-term basis, not only on a year-to-

year basis. 



 The ineffective and excessive use of water in irrigation and other sectors is a core 

problem inherited from the Soviet Union. Correcting this problem is not only key to solving 

the salinization issue, but also key for the competitiveness of Central Asia's agriculture in 

which irrigation constitutes the extent of production costs. 

 

5. SOVIET UNION ARRANGEMENTS 

 By the end of World War II and the fall of the former Soviet Union, the newly 

independent countries of modern Central Asia were left with a crucial problem: the battle 

over water resources between different lands, which once formed the socialist state. In 

pursuance of a contemporary system of cooperation towards the management of this natural 

element of phenomenal importance, the political and geographical arrangements executed 

previously by the soviets must be taken into consideration. 

 Firstly, it is essential to establish the historical context in which the territory of Central 

Asia was inserted in. Considering the earlier major relevance of the output of cotton and rice 

(or the “white gold”) by the soviets, countless measures were taken to the extent of the 

increase and improvement of the agriculture industry. Among them, the relocation of water 

from the two great rivers, Syr Darya and Amu Darya, to arid and semi-arid zones combined 

with outstanding hydraulic projects and the construction of innumerous dams, canals and 

many other hydro-structures, which resulted not only in the irrigation of vast territories 

around the rivers, but also in the generation of hydropower. 

 The intense soviet efforts to develop and apply different technologies in the agriculture 

modernization had several consequences, for example, an interdependent economic bloc 

between the five countries that integrate Central Asia emerged. In addition, the diversion of 

the rivers Amu Darya and Syr Darya led into ecological disasters. 

 Due to Central Asia’s mountainous territory, the exploitation centers were split based on 

their location. Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan were located at the lowland; 

therefore, they were dependent on irrigated agriculture, provided by the allocation of the 

rivers, on the other hand, the upstream lands, correspondent to Kyrgyz Republic and 

Tajikistan were responsible for providing reservoir capacity and hydroelectric power 

generation. 



 In the eyes of the soviet commandants, nature itself should be handled as an interminable 

resource, needless to say that this extravagant mentality has done  incalculable damage to 

Central Asia’s natural patrimony. The clearest example of that is the mouth of both Syr and 

Amu Darya rivers: the Aral Sea, which once was the world’s fourth largest lake, and now 

has dramatically reduced as a result of an environmental disaster. 

 In favor of contemplating Soviet Union’s massive demand, the agriculture in the 

lowlands – Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kazakhstan – was vigorous and unhealthy: in about 

30 years, the cotton production boosted from 4.3 million tons to 1021. Being cotton the key 

economic element then, the most substantial share of Syr Darya river was assigned to that 

region, also known as The Ferghana Valley, thus turning into one of the most well-irrigated 

and fertile parts of Central Asia, diminishing the Aral Sea’s volume. 

 In the name of a more profitable exploration, Moscow prohibited the development of 

potentially irrigable land on both Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan – Once their territory was 

located at the upstream lands, their natural resources should be preserved in the benefit of 

allocating the water to the lowland countries, in which the cotton agriculture was way more 

substantial. On compensation to that, the upstream republics were provided with certain 

assistance, such as social benefits and electricity. As a matter of fact, the strategic priority in 

the Kyrgyz Republic was focused on animal husbandry, primarily meat and milk products, 

and the electrical force there provided was thanks to the importation of natural gas, coal and 

oil from the lowland Central Asia and other Soviet members. 
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Picture 3:How the five Central Asian countries used to collaborate. Available at: 

<http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-37755985>. Access: January, 2017. 

 In 199122, the Soviet Union collapsed. Thereby, all politics administration and economic 

schemes came to an end, which meant that the recent independent countries would have to 

manage, regulate and maintain the already critically damaged natural resources. It is true that 

the previous soviet policy left a myriad of irrigation canals, dams and reservoirs, however, 

the consequences injured by the irrigation practices presented themselves as significantly 

urgent. 

 The issue of efficient water use in Central Asia was not recent. In fact, by 197023 it was 

already explicit that, even with the enormous efforts by the soviets, the exploitation of water 

sources was not substantially increased, what, along with the infrastructure problems, came 

to a climax with Aral Sea’s shrunk. 

 With the end of Soviet Union’s centralized government, the countries had to create their 

own political ways of supervising the water use, and for that, agreements must have been 

settled. The first of them was 1992’s Almaty Agreement, which instituted the Interstate 

Commission for Water Coordination as the maximum decision-making member in the matter 

of interstate watercourses. These were only the first steps taken by Central Asia towards 

dealing with the controversial and utterly relevant water issue, ever since, the lack of 
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cooperation and regional dialogue were the semblant of the countries governments, which 

fail to solve this historical heritance. 

 

6. NATURAL RESOURCES 

 

 The SCO members and observer states possess one of the world’s largest gas and oil 

reserves24. Indeed, the territory of the SCO member states holds about 25% of the global oil 

reserves, over 50% of the gas reserves, 35% of the coal and about half of the world’s known 

uranium reserves, and it has the biggest oil and gas pipelines that have been laid or are being 

constructed, including the Caspian pipeline consortium and the Eastern Siberia – Pacific 

Ocean. Furthermore, government-members of the SCO are in an intense phase of economic 

development, in order to be attractive to foreign investments 25. 

 Since the mid-2000s, economic cooperation has emerged as a twin-priority for the SCO, 

alongside security. In 2003, the SCO published an ambitious program of multilateral trade 

and economic cooperation, which established over 100 projects. Among these projects were 

agriculture and energy issues involving the management of natural resources.  

 When dealing with natural resources it is unavoidable to address hydric issues. Water in 

Asia is target of different interests: for agriculture, for collective use, for energy production, 

etc.  As a result of these different points of view, there is a geopolitical tension named Water 

Wars, mainly in Central Asia. It is necessary to say that even though Central Asia has always 

been privileged with water and energy resources, it has been experiencing a water and 

energy crisis, which is occurring due to the bad management of water and the difficulty of 

cooperation between the countries.  

 In fact, in Central Asia, a crisis is brewing over water and electricity. The Soviet-era 

system in which five countries of the region shared their resources has broken down, thus 

some of them are now facing water shortages and others chronic power cuts. Besides, there 

have been instances of small-scale agitation, in the context of the so-called "Water Wars", 

but some warn this could be just the beginning. 
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 Yet, to effectively understand the Water Wars that are victimizing Central Asia, it is 

essential to cross some issues that involve agriculture and energy power in the region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4: Water Wars. Available: <http://www.philomathean.org/2010/10/water-

wars-central-asia/>. Access: 8 February 2017.  

 

 

 6.1 AGRICULTURE 

 

 The territories of the member states of the SCO cover 43% of the total world population 

and over 37 million square kilometers of land mass26 and they are located in an area that 

presents varied and extreme climates. The southwest zone is a dry, hot region where grains, 

such as barley and corn, are the principal irrigated crops. On the other hand, the high 

temperatures and precipitation levels of Southeast Asia are the perfect conditions for the 

production of rice, the most important agricultural commodity and a major food staple of the 

entire continent, and tropical fruits. Southeast Asia is also a major producer of tropical fruits, 

such as mango, papaya, and pineapple27.  

 It is important to note that India has a large proportion of well-watered fertile lands where 

are grown many horticulture crops, such as vegetables, fruits, flowers, medicinal and 

aromatic plants28. Pakistan, in turn, has one of the best  irrigation system in the world, which 

makes it more feasible for agriculture29. Kyrgyzstan has about 1.4 million hectares of arable 

land, which is only about 7 percent of the nation's total area. More than 70 percent of the 
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arable area depends on irrigation for its productivity30. 

 In this approach on agriculture, it is essential to portray about the Ferghana Valley, which 

has long been the population and agricultural heartland of Central Asia. This region is 

known for its agricultural fertility, due to the Syr Darya River and its numerous tributaries. It 

is noted that The Ferghana Valley is a major source of food for Central Asia and its principal 

crops include wheat, cotton, rice, vegetables and fruit31.  

 Moreover, in areas like Central Asia, where most of the rural impoverished people 

depend on agriculture for their subsistence, the extreme temperatures, the erratic 

precipitation and the frequent droughts and other threats now point out the devastating 

effects of climate change. Indeed, these effects are becoming increasingly common 

experiences among smallholder farmers32. 

 This problem has increased significantly due to the inefficiency of irrigation methods and 

to the Water Crisis in Asia. About the last one, it corresponds to a dispute for water 

resources, as a parcel of the SCO member states demand water for agriculture, and the others 

prioritize energy generation. In fact, the origin of this crisis goes back to the breakdown of 

the Soviet System, a question to be outlined in the item “Water Wars and the crisis of water 

and energy”.  

 And so forth, the conflicts over water results in bad distribution and an uneven manage of 

this natural resource for the SCO members. Therefore, considering that 80% of water is used 

for agricultural production, the lack of water in this region leads to lack of food for the small 

farmers that depend on agriculture to their subsistence.  

 Consequently, it is necessary that the SCO attempts to resolve the water conflict in 

Central Asia. Besides, a more efficient and sustainable management of water would make 

possible to grow more food with less water33, which could be an alternative solution. 

 

 6.2 ELECTRICAL POWER 

 

 While water is essential to the agriculture and subsistence of many people, it is also a 
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relevant way to generate electrical power; and energy is an important base for promoting 

development through regional cooperation in many sub-sectors, such as investments, 

exploration, extraction, technology, and transportation34. Therefore, the countries are in a 

constant search for energy sources to increase their electrical power.   

 In this context, Russia, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan are rich in energy reserves. As Russia 

is ranked first in the world by gas reserves, the second in oil production and the third in coal 

reserves35, Uzbekistan is a huge gas producer and exporter and Kazakhstan has the 6th 

largest reserves of natural resources in the world, including oil and gas reserves36.  China’s 

economy, in its turn, greatly depends on external energy sources.  

 Unlike their neighbors Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan have no 

significant exploitable reserves of oil or natural gas, so their major energy source is water 

through hydroelectric energy. Considering this, it is important to observe that Tajikistan is 

the world's third largest producer of hydroelectric power after the U.S. and Russia37. Besides 

that, it is meaningful to note that only about 10% of Kyrgyzstan's hydroelectric power 

potential is currently being exploited38.  

 Indeed, in Central Asia water and energy production are closely intertwined and this 

connection triggers conflicts between countries that have different needs for water. At the 

time that Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan want new hydro-power plants to produce electricity, not 

only for domestic consumption, but also potentially for exports, Uzbekistan needs water for 

agricultural irrigation, as once mentioned at the introduction.  

 With that being said, the question that remains from all of this is: what is more important, 

water for energy or for agriculture? It is a very controversial issue, because for some 

countries water is the only source to produce energy and it is also essential for food. It 

cannot be forgotten that Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan all have poverty and political 

indigence likewise. And the lack of cooperation creates the risk that people maybe will seek 

radical alternatives to the current systems they live under39. 
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 Undoubtedly, Water Wars are being fought among the SCO members, especially the 

Central Asian states, struggling over water for their own interests. For that, energy power 

and food generation now are one of the main topics that need to be discussed and resolved 

within the SCO.  

 

 6.3 WATER WARS AND THE CRISIS OF WATER AND ENERGY 

 

 It is true that Central Asia is considered one of the world’s most water stressed area 

(picture 2), although there are two main rivers, the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya, shared by 

Afghanistan, Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. The water is not 

scarce, however it is distributed very unevenly and badly managed. There are enormous 

amounts of water wasted through crumbling infrastructure and outdated irrigation methods. 

It is emphasized that “growing populations, climate change, and economic development are 

all putting additional stress on the countries around this region”40.  

 

Picture 5: Water stress by country. Available: <http://www.wri.org/resources/charts-

graphs/water-stress-country>. Access: 8 February 2017.  

 

 Besides, as it was stated above, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan are rich in energy resources, 
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while Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan have plentiful water supplies held in huge high-altitude 

reservoirs. Then, they all need to work together to provide water for the crops in the spring 

and summer, and electricity for everyone in the winter41. 

 Still, the countries, instead of cooperating with each other, are worsening the crisis 

established.  This crisis already impacts people in a significant way. In fact, “living standards 

are very poor. Water provision is sub-standard, winters are cold, gas and coal are expensive 

and for the past number of years the supply of electricity has been failing across these three 

countries. Blackouts are the new normal in both rural and urban areas”42. 

 The lack of cooperation among the SCO members regarding water management was 

originated with the breakdown of the Soviet Union, since the complex network of shared 

power and water supplies that served all five Central Asian, that represented food security 

for the downstream countries (Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan) and energy 

security for the upstream ones (Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan), is no longer working.  Although 

they could have proceeded to co-operate after the breakdown of the Soviet Union – and for 

some years they did – for the downstream countries it was more profitable to sell gas and 

electricity to foreign buyers than to share it with the upstream countries.  

 At the same time, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan started to face constant blackouts and now 

hope to build giant dams to provide for their energy needs, focusing on building dams for 

hydroelectric power generation. In fact, Kyrgyzstan completed its Kambarata-2 power 

station in 2010 and it is building a second one, Kambarata-1, with the help of Russia. This 

creates frequent conflicts with the interests of the downstream states, who still depend on the 

water for agricultural irrigation, and so, for food generation. Consequently, with the lack of 

water in the downstream countries, their agricultural production is substantially affected, 

leading to lack of food for the population and creating a large social problem.  

 At the Soviet Union, the region of Ferghana Valley was dived among Uzbekistan, 

Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan through the creation of borders, which did not correspond neither 

to the natural geographic features of the Ferghana Valley nor to the new national identities 

attributed to the peoples of these republics. During the life of the system these complex 

borders did not have much practical effect, once the entire region was under the centralized 

control of Moscow. Further, things changed dramatically in the Ferghana Valley with the 
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collapse of the Soviet Union43. Nowadays this region is very unstable, there are water and 

land disputes, violence and “local people actually experience a mix of cross-border 

economic interaction and competition over scarce resources, especially water, agricultural 

and pasture land”43.  

 Besides, along the disputed frontiers of the Ferghana Valley, which is spread out over 

three of the countries, there are local conflicts with their neighbors that involve arguments 

over power lines, roads and canals44. Indeed, in 2014, the border services of Tajikistan and 

Kyrgyzstan exchanged fire over a strategic sluice, an artificial channel for conducting water, 

in Ak-Sai45. The incident included reports of a mortar attack. In April 2013, Vorukh, a 

village disputed between Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan, featured in a clash between these 

countries border guards46. 

 To resolve this energy and water crisis, it is necessary a common development strategy 

for agriculture and energy. The countries need to seek an approach that would benefit 

everyone. Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan should outline how they plan to manage these 

reservoirs, infrastructure needs to be modernized and Uzbekistan needs to develop modern 

irrigation techniques47. It is important to observe that the cooperation must be a commitment 

of all member states of the SCO. In view of this, it is necessary a successful implementation 

of a mutual energy dependence among producers, market states and transit states, an idea 

that was proposed with the creation of the Energy Club,  

which will be addressed in the next item. 

 Also, an important factor would be the assistance from the international community to 

create a supportive environment through financial aid for appropriately structured regional 

consortiums and opportunities for constructive dialogue and trust building among the 

regional players48.  

 Certainly, the SCO will need to play an important role in managing these tensions 

between the Central Asian members to ensure that these bilateral disputes do not disrupt the 
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functionality of the organization. In fact, it is true that the organization has already 

encouraged joint projects on hydropower to help move these issues forward, such as the 

juncture between Kazakhstan and China under SCO joint financing auspices for the Moinak 

hydropower station in Kazakhstan 49. 

 However, this water and energy crisis involves each country’s national security and 

sovereignty interests, that might take a long time to be resolved with effective responses and 

compromises. This way, the solution would only come with an effective agreement 

involving all of the affected states, creating a multilateral project that would guide the 

countries to the harmonization of the water and energy issues; and the called Energy Club 

might be this answer.  

 

 6.4 THE ENERGY CLUB 

 

 In the year of 2006, the SCO created the Energy Club to coordinate the energy policies of 

the member states and to increase energy cooperation amongst them. The Energy Club “is a 

non-governmental consultative body unifying representatives of states and business circles, 

and also of information-analytical, scientific-research centers which are active in the fuel-

energy complex sphere of SCO member states”50. The energy cooperation has four 

ingredients: infrastructure construction; development of energy transportation; financing of 

joint and multilateral energy projects; cooperation in research and development in the field 

of technology. 

 Therefore, this alliance, in concept, should be able to harmonize national energy 

strategies of development plans of the different member states, giving a platform for 

discussion of common programs and projects about energy generation.  

 For now, the Club has not been put into practice, not yet been able to promote 

coordinated energy projects under its aegis. There are bilateral and trilateral energy projects 

among SCO members but there has not been developed any single major SCO energy 

pipeline. Also, it is important to note that relations between Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 

Uzbekistan, after the dissolution of the Soviet Union, “are complicated by other factors such 
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as border tensions and internal issues such as poverty and corruption”51.  

 The setup of the Energy Club should contribute to deepening interaction between energy 

producers (Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Iran) and energy consumers (China, 

Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, India, Pakistan and Mongolia) and become the first step towards a 

common energy system.  

 That way, with cooperation and common dependence, the SCO and its Energy Club 

members could provide a favorable environment to guarantee water and energy for their 

population and for the economy needs, creating a trail for the social and economic 

development among the Eurasian states.  

 

 7. WHAT TO EXPECT 

 As a young organization, the SCO’s regional influence is still limited. According to 

Richard Weitz, senior fellow and director of the Center for Political-Military Analysis at the 

Hudson Institute, the SCO and its main organizational bodies are "chronically underfunded 

and have limited powers to take decisions independently of their member governments”52. 

Also, member states penchant for pursuing "micro-agendas" undermines group cohesion and 

shows mistrust, says Matthew Crosston, professor and director of the International Security 

and Intelligence Studies Program at Bellevue University53.  

 Despite those circumstances, on June’s 2006 summit, Russian President Vladimir Putin 

called for an "energy dialogue, integration of our national energy concepts, and the creation 

of an Energy Club." During that meeting, the members of the organization discussed 

establishing a "unified energy market" for oil and gas exports, while also promoting regional 

development through preferential energy agreements54.  

 The plans have never been materialized due to diverging interests between energy 

consumers and energy producers. Indeed, members "prefer to keep national control over 

their production, supply, and consumption mechanisms and agreements," according to Julie 

Boland, a former Federal Executive Fellow at the Brookings Institution55. 
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 Notwithstanding, the SCO has broadened its mandate in recent years to include joint 

security and economic development programs. The organization “acknowledges that it needs 

to prove it can implement its already agreed upon programs more effectively and 

comprehensively, and thus become a trusted and valued mechanism for security and 

economic cooperation for its member states”56.  

 At the same time, while investing in multilateral programs and cooperation, the SCO will 

continue to rely on the goodwill, and the investment with resources of its members, due to its 

very nature as an intergovernmental framework. Thus, it is essential for the organization to 

preserve a relative degree of harmony among the members, by managing sources of tension, 

such as the Water Wars.  

 At last but not least, it is important to observe that the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization has the potential to become a global player, a serious center of political 

decision making. To make it come true, the SCO must assert bigger interaction with other 

influential international organizations such as the United Nations.57  
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